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D EDICATION. 



)j(3^^)J(£ifL7'H to great Gloster— 

Krr W< from a man unknown, 
W Who holds thy health as dwrly as 
trS^^tR his own, 
Accept this greeting — nor let modeft fear 
Call up one maiden blufli — I mean not here 
To wound with flattery — *tis a Villain's art. 
And fuits not with the franknefs of my heart. 
Truth beft becomes an Orthodox Divine, 
And, fpite of hell, that CharaSer is mine ; 
To fpeak e'en bitter truths I cannot fear ; 
But truth, my Lord, is Panegyric here. 

A a Health 
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of eafe. 
Which all Priefts love, let this addrefs dif- 

pleafe. 
I afk no favour, not one note I crave. 
And, when this bufy brain refts in the grave, 
(For till that time it never can have reft) 
I will not trouble you with one bequeft. 
Spfxye buii^bter Frienfj,^^ fioifal jpyrn.ey do|^e> 
More near in blood, a Nephew or a Son, 
In that dread hour Executor Pll leave ; 
For I, alas f have many to receive. 
To give but little — To great Glo ster Health ; 
Nor let thy .tjrue and prope;r lov,e of w^h 
Here take a falfe. alarm — inpurfe thoiaigh poof> 
In fpirit Pm right proud, nor can ,c;ndjixe 
The mention of a bribe — thy pocket^« free, 
I, tho' a P^icatpr^ fcorn a fee. 
Let thy own offspring all thy fortunes fliar.e ; 
I would ^ojt Ax-LEN rob, jior Aj^len^s heir. 

Think not, a Thought unworthy thy gre^t 

fouU [trouj^ 

Which pomps of Ais world never cojflldwj^i- 

Which never offier'd up at Pow'rs yjiin fhrincj 

Think not that Pomp and PowV can work on 

mine. 'Tis 
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*Tb not thy Name, though that indeed is 

great, 
'Tis not the tinfel trumpery of ftate, 
Tis not thy Title, DoAor tho' thou art, 
'Tis not thy Mitre, which hath won my heart. 
State is a farce. Names are but empty Things, 
Degrees are bought, and, by miftaken kings. 
Titles are oft mifplac'd ; Mitres, which (hine 
So bright in other eyes, are dull in mine, 
Unlefs fet off by Virtue ; who deceives 
Under the facred fanSion of Lawn-Jkeves^ 
Enhances guilt, commits a double' fm ; 
So fair without, and yet fo foul within. 
'Tis not thy outward form, thy eafy mein. 
Thy fweet complacency, thy brow ferene. 
Thy open front, thy Love-commanding eye. 
Where fifty Cupids, as in ambufli, lie. 
Which can from fixty to fixteen impart 
The force of Love,andpoint his blunted dart ; 
'Tis not thy Face, tho'that by Nature's made 
An index to thy foul, tho' there difplay'd 
We fee thy mind at large, and thro' thy fkin 
Peeps out that Courtefy which dwells within ; 
'Tis not thy Birth — for that is low as mine. 
Around our heads no lineal glories (hine — 
But what is Birth, when, to delight mankind. 
Heralds can make thofe arms they cannot find; 

When 
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When Thou art to Tfayiiptf«d»y Sire unknown, 
A Whole, Welch Genealogy Alone f 
No, 'tis thy inward Ifan, Ay proper Wonth^ 
Thy right fvA ISfiimatioa hpre on «irthf 
Thy Life aud DoGkrine ufliif<ornAy joki^^ 
And flow|B£ from that yfhtAfomfi {f>}ikTS^ <hy 

mind. 
Thy knoivH contempt of Perfec|Iltiop^« rod. 
Thy Charity for Man, thy Lpvf irf CSp4^ 
Thy Fajjth in Chrift, fo i¥eUaf^rp¥'d^nac»gft 

men. 
Which now^velificaJwJ iitit^raOP^ita.«y p^. 
Thy Virtue, not thy Ranlio4^0}and^fnyl|iy$; 
'Tis noit the Bifliop^bttt tbe SakH I pwff. 
Rai^y by that Theme, I foar w wing« naone 

ftrong. 
And b\irft forth into praife wkh-held too lopg. 



Much did I wilh, e'en whilft I bept thofe 

(heep, 
Whkh, for my cwfe, I was ordain'^d to keep ; 
Qr^ain'd^alasl to k^p thro' need, not choiqe, 
Thofe fteep which a,ev.er heard t}ieir ihie* 

pherd's voice. 

Which 
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their way, 
Wiu^h ftrayy ihcmftjvw, yet grieV'd [tM I 

tl«fe fliftDf J viikjii «iy geotd Firther (w kis 

bier 
L^t filW duty ^Tiop tibc piQiAs t«ir) 
Kept vdi, yet ilftrvM fei»ifelf,ieVa at tM 

ticne> 
Whilft I w#$ pwp, nvd vm)€§nt »{ f ij«, 
Whilftf fti^red Di^Qf fs ^ey.^ ^fny vi^w. 
Sleep at my bidding crept from pew tp pew> 
Much did { wiAi, thp' Uu;4e G0id4 I hope, 
A Fri$f94 ^n hi^n^ who w^ ^is FriiefHl pf 

Hi6 hand^ faid I, my youthful fleps iiull 
guide. 
And l^ad me fafe where thou&odfi f all hefide ; 
H^s Temp^r^ his Experience fhall controul, 
Ajad hufli to peace the tempeft of my foul ; 
Hisjudgment teach me, from the Critic fchool. 
How not to err, and how to err by rule ; 
Inftruft me, mingling profit with delight. 
Where Pope was wrong, where Shake- 
speare was not right 5 

A 3 Where 
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Where they are juftly prai8'd,and where thro" 

whim. 
How little's due tathem, bow much to him. 
RaisM 'hove the flavery of common rules. 
Of Common-Senf<^,;of modern, antient fchooki 
Thofe feelings baniihM, which mifle^ us all> 
Fools as we are,j^nd which we Nkture call; 
He, by his great example, might impart 
A better fomething, anJ baptize it Art ; 
He, all the feelings of my youth forgot. 
Might fliew me what is Tafte, by what is 

not ; 
By hitri fupported, with a proper pride, 
I might hold all mankind as fools befide ; 
He (fhould a World, perverfe and peevilh 

grown. 
Explode his maxims, and affert their own. 
Might teach me, like himfelf, to be content. 
And let their folly be their punilhment ^ 
Might, like himfelf, teach, his adopted Son, 
'Gainft all the Worlds to quote a Warbur- 

TON. - 

Fool that I was,^could I fo much deceive 
My foul with lying,hopes^ could I believe 
That He, the fervant of his Maker fworn. 
The %rYant of his Saviour, would be torn 

From 



©EPICATJON vn 

ploy, 
Th$ jqurc of fouls, Us d^Aty jdiid his jqj. 
For jtoys ^e mijiie, aod vr^fte ^ .preoiojus fluctCt 
OjD wj^icji ^ muqh ^cpcnKM, for » iMl^ ? 
SJbowId tie foFME^ the )la^ Jb^ Aipdcir^ol^. 
DfdGeXjt bis flook, gnd ^ir^ A^is paftVaj ^Cfpfd^? 
Shoolid He {6>rbi4 it tic;$MrVij (o bigti '«9 ;i4ace» 
So rip]^ 4f fcw^tejte^i^t^ .the work of 'Grace^ 
Aq4» i4^ Kli«4'wg o'er thjs Mufe'« hiU, 
Let the JO^JKaxionof maiDki|icl'(Uo4'ftiU^ 



Far, fcrbe that from Thee — ^yes, far from 

Thee 
Be fuch revolt from'Grac^, and far frpm in<^ 
The Will to thipk it QuBt is in the 

Thought— 
Notfo, Not fo, Ixath Warjsvjiton b^^o 

taught. 
Not fo l^arnM Chrift — Recall that day, well* 

known, 
Whcui (to oiaiiU^m God*s honour — and his 

owii) 
He calPd Blafphemers forth— Methinksl now 
See ftern Rebuke eiithroned on his brow. 

And 



viii D E DIG A T I O M 

And armM with tenfold terrors— from 1if» 

tongue^ 
Where fiery zeal, and Chriftian fury hung> 
Methinks I hear the deep-ton'd thunders roll^ 
And chill with horrour ev'ry fmner's foul — 
In vain They fttive to fly — flight cannot fave. 
And Potter trembles even in his grave— 
With all the confcious pride of itinocence, 
Methinks I hear him, in his own defencfi 
Bear witnefs to himfelf, whilft all Men knew. 
By Gofpel-rules, his witnefs to be true. 

O Glorious Man, thy zeal I muft com- 
mend, 
Tho* it dcprivM me of my deareft friend*^ 
The real motives of thy anger known, 
Wilkes muft the juftice of that anger own ; 
And, could thy.bofom have been bar'd to vicw^ 
Ktied himfelf, in turn had piiied you, 

J'^®^ ^o *c law, You wifely took the gown. 
Which I, like Demas, fooliflily laid down. 
Hence double ftrength our Holy Mother drew ; 
Me fhc got rid^f, and made prize of you. 
I^likeanidle,Truant,fandof.play. 
Acting on toys, and throwing gems away, 

Grafping 
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jGrafping at-fliadows^ let th&fubftance {Rf,i 
But you, my Lord, renounced Attorneyfliip 
l^ith better purpofe, and more noble atnij 
And wifely played a more fubftantial game. 
Nor did Law mourn,, blefs'd in iier younger 

foq. 
For Mansfield does what Glostbr would 

have done. 



Do^or, Dean, Btjbop, Glojlert znAMy Lord, 
If haply ifaefe high Titles may accord 
With thy meek Spirit, if the barren found 
Of pride delights Thee, to the topmoft round 
Of Fortune's ladder got, defpife not One, 
For want of fmooth.liypocrify undone, 
VfhOp far below, turns up his wondViag eye, 
An3, without envy, fees Thee plac'd fo high. 
Let not thy Brain (as Brains lefs potent might) 
Dizzy, confounded, giddy with the height. 
Turn round, and lofe diftindion, lofe her (kill 
And wonted pow'rs of knowing good from ill. 
Of lifting Truth &om falihood, friends from 

foes; 
LetGLOSTER well remember^ how he rofe, 

Nor 
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James, v. i6th. 



^be effefiual fervent prayer of a right ems 
man availetb much. 



mCSUE OR theparticuhroccafionon which 
rt| p Ife thefe words were fpokcn, and the 
gy^y relation they bear to what preceded, 
*^ ** I Ihall refer you to the chapter from 
whence they are taken, and at prefent confider 
them as they (land independently, and aflure us» 
that the duty of prayer, when praftifed by a righ- 
teous tnan^ and oflFered up in a proper manner, is 
B of 



I'LTiectly pure, and free from 
performs his duty to the utm 
and makes up for any infirmi 
cncc, by the ftrength of his 
fincerity of his Repentance. 

The duty of prayer is in the 
many entirely negleded, or ir 
fervedy and by fome openly d( 
aFe many who difallow any otl 
to God than that of the mind, 
who^ however conftant in the c 
of prayer, do yet by their lives 
lyjhew that their minds are unaf 
loo there are who run into thi 
tremet who are fo unwarrantably 
the performance of this dutyf^i 
obligations which are of much ei 
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Whilft miftakes like thefe prevail, a confide- 
ration of the duty of prayer cannot be out of 
feafon ; it cannot prejudice thofe who bed un- 
derfland it, and may be ferviceablc to thofe 
vho do not. 

Prayer is a folemn aft of worfhipping the 
Supreme Being; wherein we, on the one 
hand, acknowledge our wcaknefs and indi- 
gence, on the other, his power and ability to 
afford us relief; it naturally implies fome dc- 
fed in him who offers -it up, and fome autho* 
rfty in him to whom it is offered, to pardon 
and amend it ; it fuppofes God to be the Ma- 
ker and Governor of all things, and fo gract* 
ous and condefcending, fo potent and abfolutt 
in his nature, as always to be ji^eady to hear> 
and able to redrefs the grievances of his crea- 
tures; fo that this duty is founded on the infi- 
nite goodnefs and power of God; he is infi- 
nitely good, and therefore willing, infinitely 
powerful, and therefore able to relieve us ; and 
for thefe reafons he is, and he alone can be, 
the proper obje£t of our prayers, 

B 2 The 
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The Heathens themfelves, as they were 
fully perfuaded of thefe perfeSions in God, 
and of the great need in which they flood of 
having them exerted in their behalf^ were 
alfo convinced that it was their duty to pray 
to him ; and this duty was heartily acknow- 
ledged, earneftly recommended, and ftriSly 
pradifed by the wifeft ^nd fobereft among 
them. The Scriptures, as they every where 
abound with earoeft and pathetic exhortations 
to the religious perfopnpance hereof, fp they 
afford us many ftroQg motives which the Hea- 
thens could not have ; tliey Aipply us with the 
names of many great and good men who were 
exemplary in the performance of it, amongft 
.whom, as in all other works of Righteoufnefs, 
our bleffed I^ord fliines with diftinguilhed 
luftre; they fully inftrufb us both as to the 
Objeft to, and the manner 'in which they 
might to be offered ; they apply themfielves to 
our fears by the mpft fevere threats, to our 
hopes by the moil delightful promifes, fupply- 
ing us with an encourag^nient to, and laying a 
foundation for, the performance of this duty, 
which the Heathens could not have, in the ve- 
racity 
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racity of God himfelf; who hath faid, and 
cannot lie ; who hath declared, and cannot de- 
ny himfelf, that they who afk (hall receive. 

The reafonablenefs of this duty in general 
appears from the flighted attention to the par- 
ticular branches of which it confifts. If we 
confider man merely as a creature, as juft 
come out of the hands of his Maker, as 
raifed into being from the duft of the earth, 
and, befides many other, endued with thofe 
diftinguiftiing privileges, Reafon and Immor- 
tality, fure nothing can be more reafonable 
than for him to pay his moft fubmiflive and re- 
verential homage to that Being, who employs 
Omnipotence in conferring benefits upon him ; 
to exert his reafon in the praife of him who 
gave it, and endeavour to recommend himfelf 
to his infinite goodnefs, left he fall under the 
terrors of his Almighty Power. The ideas 
of power are in themfelves great and terrible ; 
it Ji^turally infpiresus with awe and reverence, 
even when it is lodged in human hands, whence 
it is liable to be fnatched by innumerable acci- 
dents, and where it hangs but on the (lender 
thread of life. What muft it do then, when 
B 3 we 
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we confider it infinite and unbounded, placed 
in the hands of a Being, who is fubjed to no- 
accidents; whofe exrftence is not bounded by 
any time, but extends itfelf unlimited, unim- 
paired, through all ages ? What Refped,'what 
Homage, what Adoration can be too great> 
when paid to fuch a Being ? Where can we 
find an office more agreeable to our Reafon^ 
where a better employment for our Immor- 
tality ? 

If we confider Man as a creature immerft 
in fin, corrupt in his very nature, and prone to 
all evil, continually tempted by the Devil and 
the World from without, and betrayed by his 
own violent and Keadftrong palCons from 
within, upon fuch a difmal review, fure no- 
thing can be more reafonable, than to have re- 
courfe to his Almighty Father, to acknow- 
ledge his original wcaknefs and infirmities, his 
aSual fins and tranfgreflions, to exprefs his 
averfion to, and rcfolution againfl them, unto 
him who is the Perfeftion of Purity and Holi- 
nefs ; to beg pardon and forgivenefs of him 
who delighteth in mercy, and defireth not the 
death of a Sinner ; and to pray for the aflift- 

ance 



f 
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anct of grace from him, who giveth to them 
ivbich afky who hath promifed to fend us the 
comfort of his holy fpirit, who delighteth to 
dwell in the heart of the fincere and contrite. 



If we confider Man as fubjed to all kinds 
of mifery, furrounded with difficulties and 
troubles, which he can neither prevent nor re- 
medy, with dangers which he can'neither guard 
againft nor repel,' and with wants which he 
can neither forefee nor relieve, we ftiall Airely 
fee abundant reafonibr him to apply to God^ 
to lay himfelf open, to make his diftreffes 
known, and pray to God that he will deliver 
him out of all his troubles, defend him in all 
his dangers, and relieve him in all his wants. 
When men are under any preflure or calan)i- 
ly, they naturally apply to fuch of their fcUow 
creatures as they think are inclined by the 
goodnefs of their difpofition, and enabled by 
their power or wealth to be of fervice to 
them : If this is reafonable and prudent, it is 
certainly much more fo to make our addrelTcs 
to God, whole goodnefs as much furpafles hu- 
man goodoefs, as his power is beyond human 
power, wlio hath fuch an abfolute coounand 

over 
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On the whole if it is rcafonable that the 
Creature fhould acknowledge his dependance 
on the Creator, that thofe who have doneamifs 
fhould confefs it> and a(k forgivenefs, that thofe 
who (land in need of many good, and in fear of 
many evil things, fhould petition for the ob- 
taining of the one, and preventing of the o- 
ther^ if it is reafonable to return thanks for. 
benefits received, and evils prevented, to love 
our brethren, and to pay regard to the con- 
cerns of thofe perfons with whom our own are 
connefted, then it is in all thefe feveral re- 
fpefts highly reafonable, that we fhould dif- 
charge the duty of prayer to Almighty God. 

This is fo evident, that we fhould fcarce 
believe, did we not daily fee it, that a rational 
creature could live in the grofs neglcfit and 
open contempt of a duty, which, merely as a 
rational creature, he cannot but kniow that he 
ought to perform; which is not more flrongly 
recommended hy Scripture, than by Reafon 
itfelf, the darling idol of the modern world; 
and the contempt of which mufl not only rank 
bim amongft the irreligious, but which he may 

perhaps 
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perhaps think worfe, amongft the unreafooable 
part of the creation. Notwrthftanding this, 
there are men in the world, and thofe mighty 
Pretenders to Reafon, who openly decry this 
duty, at leafi all the external parts of it, well 
knowing that without them the duty of itfelf 
cannot long fubfift, and artfully found their ob- . 
jeflions againft it, upon an acknowledgment 
of, and a feeming veneration for, the divine 
attributes, and the honour of God's nature. 

If, fay they, God is of infinite knowledge, 
as thofe who pray to him muft certainly allow, 
what occasion is there for us to confefe our 
lins, and exprefs our forrow for them^ to lay 
open our wants and neceflities to him, who by 
the necefTary perfedion of his nature fees into 
our hearts, and difcerns every motion there 
much plainer than we can poflibly exprefs 
them. 

Such objeftors will do well to confider, that 
our prayers are not intended to give any infor- 
mation to God, which he before had not, but 
to implant deeply in our own breads a proper 

fenfe 



^ 
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fenfe of what we have done, and a due eftima- 
'tion of what we want ; fo that the pardon of 
our Tins, and fupply of our neceffities may 
have their due weight with us. Our thoughts 
come upon us fo fuddenly, and fo quickly pafs 
away, that it is fcarce poflible accurately to re- 
member the thoughts even of a few hours ; 
but when we give them birth, and bring them 
forth in proper words, they are then ftrongly 
imprefton Our minds, and by a conftant repe- 
tition of the fame means by which they firft 
ftruck root, muft always live and flourifli in 
our memories. When the thoughts which wc 
entertain upon a furvey of our fins and necefli- 
ties fo far influehcc us as to incline us to prayer, 
when we bring them forth before the Moft 
High, cloathed in proper expreffions, and at- 
tended with fuitable geftures, they are there- 
by moft deeply imprinted on our minds, and 
by a fteady and uniform performance of this 
duty, are at laft fixed in fuch ftrong colours, 
as never to be difcharged ; whereas had they 
never iflued from the clofcts of our hearts, they 
might have been ftrangled in the birth, or 
proved the children but pf a melancholy mo- 
ment. 

To 
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To be in faulty and alhamed to confcfs ii 
and afk pardon, to be in want and afliamed 
to acknowledge it and afk relief, are mod cer- 
tain iigns of an obftinate and proud temper ; 
a temper not at all qualified to receive blef- 
fings from God, who refifleth the proudj 
and giveth grace to the humble. 

Before we can expeQ: favours from God, 
we muft entirely root out thefe faults, and 
in their ftead implant humility and meek- 
nefs ; nor is there any better way of enabling 
us fo to do, no other way of (hewing that we 
have fo done, than the performance of the 
duty of Prayer. 

In the common aflFairs of this world we do 
not expe£t our faults to be pardoned, nor our 
wants to be relieved before they- arc made 
known, and furely in point of common de- 
cency we cannot expefl: ineflimable bleflings 
from a Being fuch as God is, upon eafier 
terms than thofe which we perform to our Bre- 
C thren. 



H 
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thrcn, for things of little or no confequence. 
However cxtenfive the divine knowledge may 
be, how intimately focver God may be ac- 
quainted with our wants before we cry unto 
him, yet we muft not expeS that he will 
intereft himfelf in our behalf, until we (hew 
by Prayer, that we are known not only to 
him, but alfo to ourfelves, the mod diffi- 
cult but mod neceflary of all knowledge, 
which fhould always accompany, and can 
fcarce fubfift, without the performance of 
this duty. 

But, fay they again, though it may be 
reafonable and neceflary to pray to a Being 
of infinite knowledge, furely it cannot be 
fo to pray to a Being of perfe6^ Goodnefs, 
who is readier to hear than we to pray, 
readier to forgive our fins, and relieve our 
wants, than we are even to acknowledge 
them. 



Thofc who argue thus have very miftak- 
kcn notions of the divine nature j they con- 
fider God's Attributes . abftradedly from, 

nay. 



S E R M O N I. 15 

nay, in oppofition to each other, and there- 
by make him inconfiftent with himfelf. We 
ought always to confider the perfedions of 
the deity as compatible with each other, as 
rhoving in the moft perfcft harmony, as be- 
ing but fo many rays derived from, and cen- 
tered in the fame Body of Light and Perfec- 
tion. 



His Mercy is not inconfiftent with his 
Jufiice, neither does his wifdom exclude, 
or is it excluded by his goodnefs ; he is infi- 
nitely merciful, in fuch a manner as to be, 
at the fame time, infinitely juft; infinitely 
wife, in fuch a manner as to be infinitely 
good. We muft not therefore entertain fuch 
high notions of any one Perfeftion, as to 
exalt it at the expence of any other; we 
muft not, as thofe do who make God's 
goodnefs an argument againft prayer, mag- 
nify his goodnefs at the expence of his wif- 
dom. 

For whatever goodnefs it might fliew, 

yet certainly it would be no mark of Wif- 

C 2 dom 
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dom to confer Bleflings on us, whatfoever 
wc flood in need of, without our petition- 
ing for them. Thofe perfons can never be 
the proper objefis of God's goodnefs who 
are above praying for the cfFeSs of it. 

The tendereft Father breathing, although 
he plainly difcerns in the whole behaviour 
of an offending Child that he is heartily 
forry for his offence, doth not extend to him 
the ufual expreifions of his Love and Fa- 
vour, till he makes acknowledgment of his 
crime, and afks pardon for it ; neither will 
God, how great foever his delight is in mer- 
cy and goodnefs, exert thofe amiable attri^ 
butes in our behalf, till we call upon hini 
by Prayer and fupplication. 

If our wants were to be redrefled, and 
our defires fulfilled without any thing done 
on our parts, we might impute fuch bleffings 
to any rather than the true caufe, and fo dc- 
prive God of the glory of his difpenficions ; 
whereas now, when they are made^ as it 
were, the confequence of our Prayers, we 

cannot 



S E R M O N L 17 

cannot but be fenfiblc, that to God we owe 
theniy and to God we ought to be thankful 
for them. 



But, fay they, though it may be reafon- 
able, and neceffary to pray to a Being of 
infinite knowledge and goodnefs, furely it 
cannot be fo, to pray to a Being of abfolute 
immutability, who is not a Man that he 
ihould lie, nor the fon of Man, that he fhould 
repent; in whom there is no. variablenefs, 
nor (hadow of turning; fo that our prayers 
cannot have any efFeft to the changing of 
his purpofe, and reverilng his decrees. 

God*8 threats and promifes have always 
a regard to the Behaviour of Men, and have 
a condition implied if not expreft; fo that 
thofe who fall off from virtue unto vice, 
inftead of being heirs to his promifes, be- 
come liable to his threats ; and thofc who 
return from vice to virtue, inftead of being 
obnoxious to his threats become entitled to 
h[% promifes; the change is not in God, but 
in us ; his fixt and immutable purpofe is to 
C 3 purfue 
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purfue vice with punlfhmenty and virtue with 
reward, through all the varying fcenes of 
man's behaviour ; and therefore, upon a 
change in that, he alters his meafures, not 
thereby becoming mutable, but continuing 
conftant to his firft refolution, of punifliing 
the wicked, and rewarding the good. 

It is therefore no diminution to the divine 
immutability to liften to the Petitions of his 
Creatures, and grant them thofe bleflings 
upon their praying to him, which he had 
withheld from them upon their neglcQing 
to do it ; to fupply or prevent thofe wants 
which he had brought or determined to bring 
upon them, when they acknowledge their de- 
pendarxce and confidence in his goodnefs, to- 
gether with thofe other virtues, which Pray- 
er does naturally fuppofe, and outwardly ex- 
prefs. 

Trifling as thefe objcfkions are found on 
examination, they are by much the (Irongeft 
and moft plaufible that the enemies of Pray-^ 
XT have been able to advance ; they are of 

fuch 
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fuch a nature as to bring the underftanding» 
as well as the integrity^ of thofe who broach 
them into difrepute^ and make us doubtful 
which to defpife moft> the wickednefs of 
their hearts^ or the weaknefs of their heads« 



Little can be offered for thofe who objeft 
to the myfteries of our moft holy religion, but 
lefs can be faid for thofe who obje£t to 
the duties of it ; the former^ though not 
againft, are yet much above our reafon, 
but the latter lie exadly level to our un* 
derftandingsy and are not lefs flrongly re- 
commended by Reafon, than by Revelati- 
on ; they are fuch as the heathen Philofo- 
phers were proud to embellifli their fyft- 
ems with, though they cannot be digefted 
by fome of our politer Chrifiians. 

It is not however to be wondered at^ 
that thofe who go on in a courfe of wick- 
ednefs, (hould objed to duties fo contrary 
to their headftrong paflions, and be wil- 
ling to overthrow thofe laws which lay a 
reftraint upon their inclinations. It is In- 

tereft. 
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tereft, and not Reafon, which fpeaks in them> 
they are againfl: Religion upon no other ac- 
count, but becaufe Religion is againft them> 
and think Chriftianity unreafonable for- no 
other caufe, but that they wifli it fo. 

In general it may be obferved, that the 
lives of thofe who objeft to this duty of 
Prayer, or any other enjoined in Scripturei 
are fufiicient to confute their objcftions, 
which can come with no ftrength, but from 
the mouths of thofe who appear in their 
lives to be at leaft good moral men: but 
fuch, I truft, are in a much fairer way of 
believing the myfterics than objeSing to 
the duties of the Chriftian Religion, which 
is not lefs remarkable for matters of F'aith 
than PraQice, for the Revelation of truths? 
than the pcrfcfting of virtue. 

Now to God the Father, &c. ^-c. 



) 
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James v. i6th. 



The effe£lual fsrvent prayer of a righteous 
man availetb much. 



F'3Ht*H HE Nature of Prayer, the Grounds 
^ T 5|^ on which that Duty is founded, and 
V/^or^ the reafonablenefs of our perform- 
♦^*"%Jft jj^g jj^ jjj^ ^h^t I apprehend few 
can be ignorant of ; none indeed, who are con- 
ftant in the worfliip of God and the fervice of 
the SanSuary. But I fear, we have not the fame ' 
xeafon to believe^ that the right manner of per- 
forming 
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forming this duty is fo generally known» or 
at lead that it is fo generally pra&ifed ; (ince 
very flight obfervation may afliire us^ that a 
great part even of thofe who ftriSly comply 
with the formalities of prayer, are either ig- 
norant of the manner in which it (hould be 
performed fo as to prove effeSual, or indif- 
ferent whether it proves efFcQual or not. 
I (hall make it my bufmefs therefore to 
Ihew, 

Firft, The qualifications requifite to make 

our prayers acceptable to God and 

in order to engage us more heartily therein, 
ftiall. 

Secondly, Mention thofe advantages which 
we may reafonably expcS from a due dif- 
charge of that Duty. 

There are, it is to be feared, many per- 
fons in the world who imagine thcmftlves 
worthy performers of this duty, merely be- 
caufe they are regular and conftant in faying 
over a few prayers without reflifying the 

temper 
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temper of their minds^ or altering the method 
of their lives. But alas ! how much are thefe 
miftaken ! Ni^>etition can poflibly be Accep- 
table to God, which is not offered up with 
proper AffeSions, which is not attended with 
proper Actions. Was it merely the repetiti- 
on of a Prayer which called down BlefTings 
fronj above, thofe who pray through oftenta- 
tioD, and a defirc of being feen of men, or 
through prudential and intcrefted motives, 
might exped them equally with the fmcere 
and contrite, and thofe who, like the heathen, 
and our modern enthufiafls, make ufe of long 
prayers, might expeft bleflings fo much great- 
er than others, as their prayers are longer. 
But of the firft of thefe our Saviour has affur- 
ed us that they have their reward; that is, they 
have. the good opinion of men, which they 
fought after, and muft not expeft any reward 
from God ; of the latter, he implies to us that 
they are not heard for their much fpeaking ; 
and of all in general whofe prayers are out fide 
ihew, he pronoimces, that the Lord deted- 
eth thofe who approach him with their lips, 
whilft their hearts are &r £rom him. 

D' Sincerity 
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Sincerity is the life of pra||fer ; it is that 
which makes it an aft or true devoti- 
on, and of high price in the fight ,of God ; 
and this virtue we may be fure we have in a 
good degree, when we endeavour to purify 
our minds from all iniquity, and aft nothing 
but with a good and upright intention. God, 
who fees the heart, will not merely confider 
whether the things we pray for are good in 
themfelves, but whether they will be fo in 
our ufe of them ; whether we fliould employ 
them to fuch good and virtuous purpofes, as 
may promote his glory, and our own good. 
If we therefore pray with a corrupt intention, 
we mud not expeft that God will incline his 
car to us ; for the Apoftle alTures us, that on 
this account many aft, ^nd receive not, be- 
caufe they aft amifs, that they may confume 
it upon their lufts. 

To fincerity we muft alfo add humility. 
This virtue naturally arifes from the duty it- 
felf, the performance of which fuppofes want 
in us who afty and power in him of whom 

wc 



> 




S E R M O N II. 27 

we afk ; dependance on our parts, and fove- 
rcignty on God's. This humility confifts 
Dot only in being fenfible of and acknowledg- 
ing our wants, butf alfo in being fenfible of, 
and acknowledging our unworthinefs to have 
them redreft. The man who is not fenfi- 
ble of his wants, will not be fenfible of 
relief; he who feels his neceflities, and yet 
is too proud to acknowledge them, will b(? 
too proud alfo to acknowledge the hand by 
which he is relieved ; he laftly, who is both 
fenfible of his wants, and humble enough to 
acknowledge them, but yet is puffed up with 
an high opinion of his own worthinefs, will 
impute the relief of them not to God's fre« 
mercies, but to a confideration of his own de- 
ferts ; inftead of coming boldly to the throne 
of Grace, he will come raftily to the throne 
of Judgment; inftead of pleading and rely- 
ing upon the merits of Chrift, he will plead 
and rely upon his own. To make our pray- 
ers therefore acceptable to God, and our hu- 
mility complete, we muft acknowledge that 
our fins and wants are great, but our unwor- 
thinefs to have them pardoned and relieved 
ftill greater ; we muft confefs that when we 
D 2 have 
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This humility of the ha 
ly produce that of the hoc 
and reverend deportment in 
cxpreflive of the low opin. 
have of ourfelves, and of 
which we entertain of God. 
in the prefence of an earthi) 
place a particular regard on 
and a£tions> fo that they ma 
high veneration we have of h 
power ; and if this is reafonat 
much more fo, that wc fhoul 
fame method when we come 
fence of the king of Heaven, 
the utmoft reverence when wc 
the place w*» 'i-- ' 
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To thefe qualifications of an acceptable 
prayer, we muft alfo add that of Confidence, 
or a firm perfuafion that we ihall , obtain 
what we afk for, if it is expedient for us. 
Upon firft coming into the prefence of God, 
and confidering his nature and our own, we 
fliould naturally be more apt to fear and to 
defpair, than to repofe any confidence in him. 
To confider him as exalted in majefty and 
power, ourfelves as weak and impotent ; 
him as a mod pure and holy Being, our- 
felves as ftained and polluted with fin, muft 
breed in us apprehenfions far different from 
thofe pleafing fenfations which Confidence 
infpircs. But when we confider that he is 
a God of Mercy, long-fufFering, and of great 
goodncfs, that he fo loved the world, as to 
fend his only fon to fuffer for it, that he hath 
commanded us to pray to him, and promifcd 
to hear and grant our requcfts, the fear wjiich 
we before felt immediately fubfides, and Con- 
fidence, in its higheft fenfe, arifes in it's 
ftead ; Confidence of being heard, forgiven, 
and relieved. Wc then find that not to pray 

to 



""' warns >„jP"i "I'M 
volatile a „,J1^,P^'-P<'f"a' flux. 



S E R M O N II. 31 

of Frefh ideas which arife involuntarily in 
her, that it is no contemptible ta(k, after 
(he has made choice of any one, to fhut out 
the reft, and keep herfelf attentive to that 
alone. Befides, the cares of this world are 
apt to intrude, and interrupt us, the enti- 
cing allurements of pleafures arc ever ready 
to iniinuate themfelves, and the Devil is 
always at hand to fecond every inftrument^ 
and improve every opportunity of diverting 
our thoughts from the fervice of God. 

As our tempers and circumftanccs are well 
known to him, he is particularly diligent in 
the time of our devotions to unhinge our 
thoughts, by fupplying us with fuch ob- 
jeds and ideas as he thinks will heft ferve 
his wicked purpofes. It is evident there- 
fore, that our utmoft care and refolution is 
neceflary to acquire this virtue of Attenti- 
on ; and in order the better to tfkGi it, we 
ftiould rightly weigh the Majefty of him 
whom we pray to, and the importance of 
the things which we pray for. The man 
who petitions an earthly King for fuch 
things as are • necefTary to fupport his life, 

or 
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obtain, if \vc will convinc 
in our Prayers we come be 
Kings, and that what wc 
the laft confcqucnce to u?, 
fiipply of all our wants, no 1 
givcnefs of all our fin?. 

If we thus ufe every metho 
fclvcs into an habit of Attcnl 
deavour to rcprefs every war 
in the birth, and arc hcarti 
they force themfelves into 
we finccrely pray that God 
by his grace, to overcome ( 
us this virtiip ^'^ - 
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accept of the fincere endeavour* in/lead of 
the perfefk performance; nor will the au- 
thor of our nature require more of us, than 
our nature will enable us to perform, but will 
look upon our infirmities with an eye of pity 
and compafiion, and extend his grace and 
pardon to them. 



To Attention we muft add Fervency : it 
is not a cold and unmeaning repetition of 
Prayers which calls down bleffings from 
above ; it is not a mere form of words, but 
the efFedual fervent Prayer, which availeth 
much. This qualification greatly depends 
upon Temper and Conftitution. Thofe there- 
fore fhould not be caft down who feel not . 
thefe holy raptures in fuch a degree as others 
may feem to do, nor (hould thofe of a more 
fanguine complexion be over and above mea- 
fare elated, when they feel thefe tranfports, 
and blafphemoufly fancy that they arc, in 
the language of a modern Enthufiaft, fcnfi- 
bly aduated by the Holy Ghoft. 



Fervency, 
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of (icknefs^ fome bad confequcncc of our 
evil courfes ; fome more than ufually fe- 
vere remonftrance of confcience> may make 
the wickedefi man ahve> in his agony and 
fright, betake himfelf to Prayer, till his dan- 
ger is over and his confcience lulled afleep. 
But the man who is really in earned, and 
concerned for the fuccefs of his prayers, 
who is willing to perform the conditions, 
that he may be entitled to the bleiUngs 
which God has promifed, in whatever 
ftate he is, whether in ficknefs or in health, 
in profperity or adverfity, perfeveres fteadi- 
' ly in an habit of Prayer ; he refleSs, that 
thofe who are fo often in want, fo often 
entangled in fin, fliould often pray for the 
relief of the one and the forgivenefs of 
the other ; and he confiders it as his great 
blefling, that in his diftrefles he has fo kind 
a God to whom he may betake himfelf, fo 
prevailing a means as Prayer by which he 
may. apply to him. 

If his defires are not immediately grant- 
ed, he does not conclude them abfolutely 

rejeSed, 
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rejeSed, he does not dcfift from this du- 
ty, but perfeveres inviolably in it, firmly be- 
lieving that he ihall fee the goodaefs of the 
Lord in the land of the living. 

God may for a time, in his wife and gooi 
providence, with-hoW our defires from tw, 
and yet fulfill them afterwards, when they 
more contribute to his glory or our good ; 
and the parable of the unjuft Judge, and poor 
Widow, doth very ftrongly enforce on us 
that duty, which our Saviour intended to 
confirm in it, always pray, and not to 
faint. 



To the abovementioned qualifications of 
an acceptable Prayer we rouft add, laftly, 
a lively Faith in Chrift ; fuch a Faith as 
may be a proper foundation for us to build 
the other qualifications upon, fuch a Faith 
as doth not overthrow good works, but pro- 
duceth them, herfelf working by Love. 



The light of natural reafon direds us to 

offer 
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offer up our prayers to God only ; but the 
Scriptures further inform us, that they muft 
be offered up through Cbrifi. It is by his 
merits only^ that we can expefk to have our 
fins forgiven^ and our wants fupplied. 



He is the merciful High Prieft, who hav- 
ing felt our infirmities has learned to com- 
pai&onate them ; having experienced our 
diftreffes, is become willing to relieve them ; 
and having borne temptation^ is both able 
and willing to aflift us in^ and deliver us out 
dF it : he receives our prayers, offers them 
up to God» intercedes in our behalf, and 
backs our petitions with hb own prevailing 
meiits ; fo that there is no good thing which 
we may not hope for, through his media* 
tion. 



Pleafure, Honour, and Profit, are the 
three great idols of the niodem world, and 
cngrofs the adoration of much the greateft 
part of mankind, the Senfual, the Ambiti« 
ous, and the Covetous. It is through the 
£ inducements 
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inducements of thefe prevailing paffions, that 
our hearts are entirely weaned from the con- 
fideration of another life, and rivetted on this ; 
it is one or all of thefe which make us fit 
loofe to the duty of Prayerj and think eveiy 
moment fpent therein precious time loft from 
the purfuit of our darling objeSs. 

But if tt wiH appear (as to an unpreju- 
diced perfon I am fure it will) that Prayer is 
the beft means of affording not only one of 
thefe advantages ieparatdy» but all of them 
conjun&ively, and each of them in a greater 
degree than we could enjoy without it> then 
we certainly have a very ftrong argument to 
enforce this duty» as well upon the interefts 
as the conlciences of mankind. 



The man of Pleafure may boaft of his en- 
joymentsj and thofe noble indigencies of 
his fenfuality, in which the Brutes may vie 
with him» nay^ in one refped, far excell 
him» in that they feel no rem(»-fe» no com- 
pun&ion afterwards, and to fuch an one 
(whilft he continues fuch) it will be in vain 

to 
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to reprcfent the more folid, laftingr and fu- 
perior pleafurea which are to be found in a 
fiacere pcrfbraiaace of the duty of Prayer. 



But if we make our appeal to the hearts of 
thofc who arc inflamed with true devotion, 
and can relifh the exercires of Piety, we may 
be eafily fatisfied, that one moment fpent in 
the difchtrge of this duty, will much out- 
weigh an whole life fpent in the indulgence 
of Senfuality and Libeninifm. So much as 
the Tout is fuperior to the body, fo much are 
the pleafures of the one beyond thofe of the 
other. 



Corporeal gratifications are violent, but 
not lading ; they ibon cloy, and pall upon 
the appetite, and, notwithftanding the charm 
of variety, grow tedious and infipid. The 
pleafures of the foul are morefedate and tem- 
perate, more lading and permanent; the 
more we ufe, the more we relifli them> the 
longer we are acquainted with them> the 
more lovely they appear^ and the ftronger 
they engage us, 

E a But 
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But oF all the pleafures of the fouU thofe 
which (he receives from the communication 
of God in the cxercife of Prayer, are un- 
doubtedly the mod excellent, when (he 
mounts upon the wings of Devotion, and, 
diverted of earthly thoughts and affedions, 
penetrates into the highcft Heaven, and en- 
joys the glorious prcfence, and the gracious 
convcrfation of her God. 

Scnfual gratifications leave a (ling behind 
them, which the greateft libertine in the 
world cannot always appcafe ; he mud fome- 
times in his cooler hours, feel the terrors, 
and groan beneath the burden of an accufing 
confcience ; but the pleafures refulting from 
Prayer, as they are free from alldifquie- 
tudes at the time, fo they are not terminated 
with the exercife itfelf, but diiTufe a folid and 
lading fatlsfaSion over the foul ; and the 
.a8:ion is not only pleafant in the perform- 
ance, but alfo in our confideration of it after- 
wards. 
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A pleafure this, which Vice may always 
wifli for, but never can enjoy. We may 
dierefore with great truth aflfert, that what- 
ever the world may think, and wicked men 
v^Y ^^^ ^^ pleafure, it is never to be founds 
till we become acquainted with God, till 
we are made fenAble of his love, and en-> 
joy that happy friendfhip, and communion 
with him, which is only exprefTed and 
maintained by Prayer, and fpiritual cxer- 
cifes. 



But the performance of this duty is not 
only attended with Pleafure, but Honour 
alfo. To enjoy the intimacy and friendfhip 
of a monarch, to be admitted to his Pre- 
fence at all times, to be at liberty to pre* 
fent our petitions and be afiured of fuccefs^. 
is defervedly efteemed a great honour ; but 
how mu<;h greater is it to enjoy the friend-- 
Ihip of the King of Kings, to have freedom 
of accefs at all times, to lay open our wants, 
and make our dlflrefles known, with that 
E 3. freedom 
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freedom and liberty which a man ufcth to his 
friend. 



A mighty privilege thi$ furely I an honour 
as much greater than the familiarity of an 
earthly king> as God is fuperior to. the great- 
eft monarch ; an honour, which is not to be 
fought through difGculties, dangers, and un- 
certainties, but may be eaflly, fafely, and 
certainly obtained by the meaneft man on 
earth; an honotir, which does not depend 
upon the breath of an unftable and misjudg- 
ing man, but on the favour of an immutable 
and all-wife God ; an honour which is not to 
be acquired by violating our integrity, and 
contradiaing the frame of our nature, but by 
preferving and complying with it; which 
is not to be fought through the labyrinth 
of lies, flattery, and deceit, but in the 
plain road of truth, finci^rity, and honefty ; 
which is not to be obtained by envy, hatred, 
and ambition, but by love, charity^ and hu- 
mility ; an honour which will not leave us in 
'the grave, but accompany us to, and be per- 
fefted in another life. 

To 
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To the coniideration of Pleafure and Ho- 
nour, let us add that of Profit alfo ; and Prd*^ 
fit redounding to us 'both in temporal and 
fpiritual matters. Prayer is the beft means 
of obtaining God's favour for the acquifition 
of what we want, and the Prefervation of 
what we have^ 

If we fearch the fcriptures, we cannot but 
obferve the great prevalence^ of this duty 
with God, and have inftances, in the hiftori- 
cal parts of them, of the great temporal blef* 
fings which are to be procured by it, which 
are at large fet forth by Solonion. 

If thy people Ifrael be fmitten down be« 
fore the enemy ; if- Heaven be fliut up, and 
there be no rain ; if there be in the land 
famine, or pcftilence, or if thy people go 
out to battle againft their enemy, then,, if 
they pray towards* this place, and confefs 
thy name, hear thou their Prayer in Hea- 
ven, thy dwelling place, deliver them from 
their afflidion, and maintain their caufe. 

Thus^ 
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Thu9y according to Solomon, if a nation 
Jjibours under the miferies of an unfuccefsful 
war, Prayer is the fureft means to procure a 
glorious viflory, and a happy peace ; if the 
windows of heaven be fhut up, and drought 
and barrcnncfs prevail in the land> this is the 
moll cfftc^ual method to obtain the fertile 
Ihowcrsy K) that the earth may bring forth 
her fruits, that the hills may dance and fkipi 
:\iul the valleys laugh and fmg for joy ; is the 
air tainted with noxious vapours, and doth 
iVlUU ncr, hand in hand with Famine, ftalk 
III our llrccts, the holy breathing of an up- 
fi^lu !\cart in prayer will purge the air, ana 
piocurc lor us health and pknty. 

In a word, whatever misfortunes we labour 
under, whether public or private, a due dif- 
ihargc ot this duty is able to remove them, 
and obtain Goil^s bUiling upon ourfelves and 
families, our triends and acquaintance, npon 
tvery thing we h-ive, and everv thine >vc 



To 
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To thefe acJvantages, which relate onljr 
to this life, let us alfo add thofe which natu- 
rally lead Us to happinefs hereafter* 

Let us refleft what 'an increafe of grace, 
what a confirmation of faith,, what a quick- 
ening of hope we ipay expeS herefrom ; and 
taflly^ let us refleft how much Prayer muft 
conduce to the advancement of virtue, and 
holinefs of living. 

It naturalfy breeds in us due apprehenfions 
of God and ourfelves ; it fets before us the 
perfeftions of the Deity in their full glory ; 
it fuppofes them, as to his moral attributes,, 
the objefts of our imitation, and makes them 
the fubjeSs of our contempUtion ; fo that a 
conftant performance of this duty can fcarce , 
fail of awakening our emulation, and as it 
were infenfibly conformbg us to the image of 
God. 

As it is fcarce poflible for a great (inner to 
continue conilant in this duty, fo is it as un- 

Ukely 



Now to Cod the ] 
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Matthew vi. 9th. 



Our Father wbicb art in Heaven^ 



JBrjyt"*^ F T £ ft our Savimir had gnren his 
^ A y difctptes a charge not to imitate the 
^'^^^•^ hypocrites, who prayed ftafiding in 
*•**"* the fynagoguesy and at the comers 
of theftreets, that they might be feen of men, 
nor to follow the example of the heathens, 
who ufcd vain repetitions, and thought they 
fhould be heard for then- much fpeaking, 
F he 



" 'I'^rebv the ri « "'^ 

'''^'' ^oZ z r "° 

rt'tKjon for th^ f ^^ ^h 

^^-^ conUder die o!/''^'' " 
ftf #1,^ , . "'file parts, oj 




SERMON III. ijr 

properly be reduced within the compafs 
of it ; in a word, it is of fuch intrin- 
fick worth, that unbelievers muft admire, 
though none but Chriftians can worthily 
repeat it. 

Our church hath (hewn that deference 
to this Prayer, that (he hath infcrted it in 
every diftinfl: office of the whole Liturgy, 
rightly judging, that it would dlfFufc a 
brightnefs around it, and atone for the 
imperfections of thofe f.rvices amongft 
which it lias placed ; fcnfible that there 
muft be imperfeSions in all human com- 
pofitions (though vanity apart, our Liturgy 
is as perfect a work as humanity muft ever 
hope to reach) flic endeavours, by the fre- 
quent repetition of this Prayer, where all 
is perfeQ, all is worthy of the great, au- 
thor, to make up for her own dcfefis ; and 
providently confidering how unfettlcd the 
mind of man is, how perpetually roving 
from one idea to another, even during the 
time of prayer, ftie hath wifely contrived 
to recall and fix his wandering thoughts, 
which the chains of human eloquence are 
F 2 too 
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h)r it, would (.It itlelf 



rina!. 
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fct forms of human com 
there Ihe is not freed fron 
(he hath any true judgme 
lue of things, will not d( 
retired from the world, i 
fcope, more explicitly dw 
and acknowledge his ^^ 
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As the good man will always ufe this Pray- 
er, becaufe Chrift hath commanded it, fo 
the wife man will ufe it, becaufe he can find 
none that is comparable with it ; it is the 
only Prayer which many, and the beft which 
all can repeat; it is, in a word, that Prayer 
which the good Chriftian will regulate all 
his devotions by, and which he will never 
omit to make a part of them. 



Thus much obferved in general, I (hall 
make it my bufmefs to fet before you, in as 
plain and pradical a manner as poflible, the 
true purport of each part of this divine Pray- 
er, to mention the proper affeQ:ions, and 
enforce the rcfpedive duties which ought 
to accompany our repetition of it, begin- 
ning with Our Father which, art in Hea- 
ven. In my confideration of which wcffds I 
fliall fliew, 

Firft, In what refpefts God is faid to be 
our Father. 



F 3 ^ Secondly, 
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Secondly, Why we trc taught in our Pray- 
ers to make ufe of the name of Father ra- 
than any other. 



Thirdly, Why we are inftruQed to fay our, 
and not, my Father. 



Fourthly, In what refpeQ God is faid to be 
in Heaven. 



Fifthly and laftly, Why we are taught to 
make a particular mention of God's refidence 
in Heaven in our prayers. 

One of the refpeSs in which God is faid 
to be our Father, is Creation. This is a 
language ufual even with Heathen writers, 
who acknowledging God to be the Maker 
of the world, do frequently ftile him the 
Father of it ; fuppofing the aft of Creation 
to be equivalent to that of generation, and 
that we are as much the children of him who 
created us in general, as of that individual 
perfon who begat us in particular. In this 

refpeft. 
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refpedy God is the Father of all things^ and 
the generations of the Heaven and the earthy 
confefs his Paternity ; the rain claims him 
for a Father, and the drops of dew de- 
clare their having been begotten by him ; 
but in a more eminent and exalted fenfe 
he is the father of Man, having created 
him after his own image ; whence Adam 
is called the Son of God, and Man may 
more cfpecially fay with the Prophet, Have 
we not all one Father ? Hath not one God 
created us ? 

Prefervation is another reafon for our call- 
ing God Father, and the continuation of 
our exiftence a perpetual obligation on us 
to make ufe of that name. If the firft giv- 
ing of being is a proper foundation of Pa- 
ternity, the prefervation of that Being, which 
is not improperly (liled a Continued Crea- 
tion, muft be a foundation of Paternity like- 
wife; fo that God, who is our Father in 
right of having gracioufly created us, is ftili 
farther fo, in right of having no lefs graci- 
oufly prefervcd us. 

Redemption 
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Redemption is another reafon for our call- 
ing God Father. The difobedience of our 
firft parents brought themfelves and their 
pofierity into fo miferable an eftate, their 
nature was fo corrupted, their underftand- 
ing fo darkened, and their will fo perverfe, 
that it was impoflible for them to fulfill 
the law of nature, and without fulfilling it, 
it was abfolutely certain, that they muft fall 
into condemnation. 



In this deplorable condition, the mercy of 
God regarded us ; he made a covenant with 
his only begotten Son, that he fhould come 
into the world, and die for mankind, and, 
upon the merit of that, cancel the hand- 
writing of the law, which bore fo hard up- 
on us ; that he (hould afford us eafier con- 
ditions, greater afliftances, and more glori- 
ous promifes, that he (hould deprive Sin of 
her ftrength, fwallow up Death in ViQo- 
ry, and lead Captivity captive ; that he 
fhould redeem us from the claim of Hell, 
and rcinftate us in our title to the joys of 
Heaven. 

For 



> 
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For this reafon therefore it is aifoy that 
we confers the Paternity of God, that we 
joyfully look upon our Creator and Preferver 
as amiably cloathed with the mercies of a 
Redeemer, and as thereby acquiring a frefh 
title to the name of Father, in that he hath 
begotten us from the death of Sin, unto the 
life of Righteoufnefs. 



Regeneration is another reaf6n for our caus- 
ing God Father. 

In refpefl of Creation, and Prefervationt 
all things in general may call upon God by 
this name ; in reipeft of thofe many excel* 
lent endowments by which human nature is 
exalted above the inferior parts of the crea<* 
tion, and in which (he bears the image of 
God, the whole race of men may with equal 
propriety make ufc of this appellation ; and ' 
the Paternity arifing from Redemption is as 
univerfal as the Satisfaction of Chrift, who 
died for all men ; but in refpeft of rege- 
neration, no one can call God Father, who 
is not adually entered into the Gofpel Co- 
venant, 



^'"> fire „n„ L ^^^ ^o 
think, fp;T"7''«<Jifferent 

« n^'- birth, wlw'o r^^^ 

p-feaed ri^"";:? '"' °' 

^ork, unto ChS Z """"^ 
-'^<>"aFarhcrt:/'"''"P'*" 



^Adoption is anoth 



er rt^frs 



S E R M O N in. ,59 

othersi and to confer the fame obligations on, 
and exped the fame a£Fe3ion and obedience 
from them^ as if they were their own off- 
fpring. Thus hath God dealt with us ; he 
hath predeftinated us to the adoption of Chil« 
dren, by Jefus Chrift, to himfelf» and hath 
given us the fpirit of Adoption, whereby we 
cry Abba, Father. ^ 



But the motives on which men iadopt chil- 
dren, and thofe on which God adopts us, ar^ 
widely diflferent. 

They fly to adoption as the laft refource 
and comfort of their folitary condition, as an 
artificial means of fupplying themfelves with 
what Nature hath denied them, and in ex- 
pedation of pleafure and bleifing to them- 
felves. Whereas God hath adopted us, 
not for his own, but for our fake ; not that 
he may be a Father, but that we may be 
children ; the love is all his, the advantage 
all x>ur own. 



Having 



-^^^^y«e name of Father/ 

mind our p^^eri-oughtalwa^ 

^fi-d that no other name < 
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The idea of perfea Juftice will breed def- 
pair, and the confideration of infinite Mer- 
cy create prefumption rather than confi- 
dence. 



Eternity and inunenfity (Irike us with ad- 
mirationy but are above our comprehenfion ; 
and perfed: Holinefs and Purity, though ex- 
ceedingly lovely in themfelves, are too bright 
and dazzling for the eyes of finners. 

But in the name of Father all thefe per- 
fedions of the Deity are colleQively under- 
flood, as centered in the fame perfon, as 
moving in the moft perfeft harmony, as be» 
ing in hGt the fame fimple eflence difplaying 
itfelf feveral ways, and demanding of us fe- 
veral affeftions. 



Humility and reverence arc expreffions of 
refpeft, which all good children pay to their 
earthly parents, and which, if they are ftn- 
cere when they call God Father, they muft 
in a much greater degree pay to him. 

G His 
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His adorable Majeftyt his incomprehen- 
fible greatnefsy and Almighty Power^ demand 
this of us. 



There is nothing which more powerfully 
works upon us to love any perfon> than his 
having conferred favours on us» and given us 
expreiEons of his good will and afFedion; 
and the greater his good will appears to be^ 
the greater the favours are which we receive, 
the greater in proportion (hould our love be 
tohim. 

Now^ as there is no perfon who hath con- 
ferred upon usa in any comparifon, fo great 
benefits as God, fo there is no name fo pro- 
per to remind us of them» as this of Father^ 
which prefents him to our thoughts at once 
as our Creator, Preferver, and Redeemer, 
•s regeoeratiog us by his holy Spirit, and 
adopting us in his bleffed Son; and confe* 
quently no name is fo proper to excite in us 
that ardent love and aStdion which Cod re^ 
quires. 

Upon 
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Upon coming into the prefence of a Gcd, 
who declares himfelf of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity, finners (hould naturally trem- 
ble and defpair ; but the name of Father 
conveys to us fo tender an idea, as calms our 
terrors, and infpires hope and confidence, 
teaching us, that if our Fathers, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto their chil- 
dren, how much more (hall our Father which 
is in Heaveni give to thofe who call upon 
him ? 

But notwithftanding the name of Father 
gives us fo favoutable an idea, yet there is in 
it fufficient awe and dignity to excite and 
claim our obedience. Parents after the flefli 
love their children, liften to their petitions, 
forgive their faults, and relieve their wants ; 
but parents after the flefli expeA alfo to be 
obeyed ; and fo does God ; we have no ti- 
tle to his mercy till we endeavour, by a fin- 
cere, though imperfeS, obediencd to fatisfy 
his jufticc. 



G 2 When 
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which he does ; and therefore my Father 
feeiTis an expreffion which, though not im- 
proper in our mouths^ is yet mod proper in 
his. 



In Scripture our Lord feems defignedly in- 
duftrious to diftinguifli between our Sonlhip 
and his own, never in his difcourfes of bis 
relation to God, faying, our, but my Fa- 
ther ; never, in his difcourfes of our rela- 
tion to God, faying our, but your Father, 
unlefs in this prayer ; where we are to be 
fuppofed as the fpeakers, exclufive of him ; 
fo that this difference of expreflion feems to 
be a diftinftion between the true, proper, 
and eternal generation of the Son of God, 
and the improper generation of the creature 
born in time. 



In regard to praSice, we are taught to fay 
$ur, and not my Father, to inculcate the du- 
ty of an univerfal love and charity to all nian- 
kind, and that it is incumbent on us to ex- 
tend our prayers to all perfons whatfoever, 
praying not only for our relations and friends, 

but 
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but alfo for our enemies; perf^cutors^ and 
flanderers, that it may pleafe God to forgive 
them and turn their hearts. 



We are all the children of the fame Fa- 
ther, we have all one Creator and Preferyeri 
and ought therefore to exercife an univerfal 
chanty, in imitation of God's univerfal Pro- 
vidence, who caufeth the fun to rife, and the 
rain to defcend both upon the juil and tht 
unjuft. 

But a more particular love is due to our 
fellow Chriftians ; for thefe we ought to pray 
with the greateft zeal, with thcfe we ought 
to live in the moft perfeS harmony, and as 
y/e are the children of one Father, namely, 
God, and the members of one Body, name- 
ly, Chrift ; fo ought we to have but one heart, 
and one mind. 

On the whole therefore, if when we fay 
9ur Father, our hearts are filled with humi- 
lity and reverence, with love and confidence, 
with fubmiffion and obedi^^y wjth charity 
• / and 
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and benevolence^ 'we may with good reafon 
conctudey that we are properly quali6ed to 
repeat thefe words, that we are indeed GodV 
Children^ and he our Father. 



But on thecontrary, if our hearts are puff- 
ed up with pride and haughtinefs> funk into 
indifference^ or overcome with diffru(l> if 
there lurk in us any feeds of difcontent and 
difobedience to God, of envy, hatred, ma- 
lice, or uncharitablenefs to man, this name 
will but aggravate our guilt, and increafe our 
condemnation, in that fo great mercies vouch- 
iafed to us by God, and prefented to our 
thoughts by the name 'of Father, have had 
no greater tStOt on us, nor been fui&cient 
to root out thofe paflions,. which are diredly 
repugnant to his nature 



To come into God's prcfence with the 
name of Father in otw mouths, unlefs we 
have the affedions flowing from it, ever warm 
sit our hearts, and infiuencing o«r lives, is a 
piece of bypocrify wfakh cannot beUd Irom 

God's 
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God*s infinite knowledge, nor efcape his per- 
feSjuftice. 



The mention of this name, at the fame 
time it reminds us of what God has done for 
us, (hould remind us of what wc ought, in 
obedience to him, to do for ourfelvcs ; and 
then only can we properly call God our Fa* 
thcr, when wc finccrcly endeavour to approve 
ourfelves his children. 

The next part of this divine prayer which 
comes under confideration, prefents God to 
our minds as being in Heaven. 

Thefe words, which art in Heaven, are 
not defigned to limit or confine the divine 
nature, to fay here it is, and there it is not, 
but to breed in us a due apprehenfion and ef- 
teem of God's Majefty. 

In regard of his natural or eflential pre- 
fence, he fills all his works, and is prefenfc 
with the whole creation; he knoweth our 

down* 
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down-(itting> and our up-rifingy he under- 
ftandeth our thoughts long before, he is a- 
bout our path and about our bed, and fpieth 
out all our ways ; if we climb up into Hea- 
ven, he is there, if we go down to hell, he 
is there alfo ; no time or placef, no a&ion, 
word, or thought, arc fo fecret as to ex- 
clude him ; the inmoft recefles of the heart 
lie open to his view, and by the neceflary 
pcrfeSion of his nature he is intimately 
prefent with the minuted particle of his 
works. 



In regard of his gracious prcfence, God 
is faid to be prefent with good men, to dwelt 
in their hearts, and to take up his refidence 
with them that are of an humble and 
contrite fpirit ; in regard of this, he draws 
near to us when we do any thing to pleafe 
him, and departs from us when we offend 
him. 

In regard of his Majeflic prefence, which 
we are to underftand in the words under con- 
fideration^ he is faid to be in' Heaven, be- 

caufc 
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ctufie he there aiFords brighter manifeftations 
of his glory ; he from thence iflues out the 
decrees of his Providence^ and lays open the 
purpofe and defign of his difpenfations ; he 
there Ihines forth in that fuUnefs of majefty, 
in that brightnefs of perfe&ion^ which we 
can but faintly imagine here^ and the admira- 
tion of which will be part of our happy em- 
ployment hereafter. 

It remains for us to enquire, lafily, For 
what purpofes we are taught in our prayers 
to nuikt mention of our Father's being in 
Heavea 



TTiefc are to breed iir us a proper notion 
of his all-perfeft nature, to teach us that his 
ways are above our ways, and his thoughts 
above our thoughts as far as is the Heaven 
above the earth, to give us awful apprehcu- 
fions of that Being whofe throne is in Hea- 
ven, and the earth is his footftool ; to deter 
us from meafuring the arm of Omnipotence 
by that of humanity, to compare the eternal 
God by morul man, to inftrud us always to 
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bear in mind the vaft difference between our 
earthly parents, and our Father which is in 



Heaven. 



This part of the prayer is moft admirably 
calculated to infpire us with the moft hearty 
and unfeigned fmcerity, with the moft full 
and abfolute reliance on God, with the moft 
thorough contempt of this, and ardent ex- 
pedation of another life. 

One man cannot look into the heart of ano- 
ther, but muft be contented to judge by ap- 
pearances ; fo that a well conduced hypocri- 
fy may gain a child as great advantages from 
an earthly parent, a^the moft unfeigned fin- 
cerity. 

But our ••ther which is in Heaven cannot 
be fo deceived, for the Lord feeth not as 
man feeth ; man looketh on the putward ap- 
pearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 



Our 
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Our earthly parents are fo unftable in their 
•aflFeftions, fo weak in their untlerftanding, fo 
contrafted in their abilities, fo (hort in their 
duration, that no certain dependance is to be 
had on them ; but our Father which is in 
Heaven, is in his love and goodnefs fixt and 
immutable, in knowkdgc infinite, in power 
almighty, in duration eternal, fo that on him, 
and- him only we can place a folid and reafon- 
able confidence. 



There is nothing more proper than the con- 
fideration of our Father's being in Heaven to 
wean our afFedions from this world, and make 
us gafp after the next ; it reminds us of the 
fliortnefs and uncertainty of earthly things, 
where we have no continuing city, and that 
an inheritance is to' be fought by us in Hea- 
ven ; for our Father is in Heaven, and where 
he is there fhould we defire to be alfo. 



I fhall conclude this dlfcourfe with fum- 

ming up the full fenfe of the words we have 

been confidering, according ta the explication 

H given 
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given of them, and which, by way of Para- 
phrafe, may run thus : 



O9 thou great and gracious Being, who haft 
purchafed to thyfelf the name of Father of 
all men and things by Creation and Preferva- 
tion, of all men in general by Redemption, 
and of all Chriftians in particular by Rege- 
neration and Adoption, who haft all the per- 
feQions which an earthly parent can have in 
an infinite degree, and art entirely free from 
all their blemiflies, who, in refpeft of the 
diffufion of thy prefence, art every where, in 
refpcft of the operations of thy grace doft 
dwell in good men, and in refpe3 of the ma- 
nifeftation of thy Majefty art faid to be in 
Heaven, we come before Thee, as command- 
ed by thy bleffed Son, to petition for the re- 
lief of our wants, and the pardon of our fins, 
bringing with us thofe afFc6tions which the 
confideration of a Father, and of a Father 
which is in Heaven, ought to breed in the 
brcafts of his children. When we confidcr 
ihy infinite Majefty, Power, and Juftice, we 
arq ftruck with the moft pious humility, re- 
verence. 
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vercncc, and fear, are aSuated with the mod 
firm refolutlons of obedience ; when we con- 
template thy goodnefs, wifdom, and know- 
ledge, we feel the moft exalted fcntiments of 
love and gratitude, fubmiffion and refignation, 
confidence and fmcerity ; when we reflect on 
thy example we are infpired with an univer- 
fal love and charity for all men ; when we 
confider that the Heavens are thy habitation, 
we look with indifference on things of this 
life, and defire to enjoy complete happincfs 
with thee in Heaven; and in order to enfure 
ourfelves a place there, we make thefe affec- 
tions the ruling principles of our lives and 
converfations ; we always fet thy example be- 
fore our eyes, and make as children ought, 
the imitation of our Father's perfedions the 
chief ftudy of our thoughts, the chief pur- 
port of our words, the chief bufinefs of our 
actions, the chief happinefs of our lives. 



Now to God the Father, &c. 
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Matthew vi.'pth. 

Halhijoed he thy Name. 

*$^^UR Saviour having direaed his 
M o Jf^ difciples to whom they were to 
S^Q?S oflTer their prayersj^ and by what 
tK^IrtK name more efpecially they fhould 
approach him, proceeds to direft them like- 
wife for what things they fhould pray to him, 
and in what order their petitions fhould be 

prefented 
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prefentedy beginning with^ *^ Hallowed be 
thy Name.'' 



A petition which, as it naturally arifes out 
of the words which went before, fo doth it 
very properly precede and obtain the prefer- 
ence over all that follow after. 



When we receive any great and material 
obligations from Man, when we are unex- 
peftedly relieved from any great diftrefs, or 
delivered from any impending danger, the 
(irft motion of the foul is all hurry and con- 
fufion, a mixture of pain and pleafure rather 
to be felt than defcribed. 



But when thefe firft tranfports are over, 
when Reafon refumes her feat, and RefleSi- 
on fucceeds, the firft enquiry of a grateful 
foul is this : I have received an obligation, 
how ihall I return it ? 



If that appears impoffible, all that a gene- 
rous benefafbr will require^ all that a grate- 
ful 



\ 
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ful foul can do, and more than (he can fome- 
times exprefsy is to acknowledge her obliga- 
tions, and to fay, I thank thee. 



Thus it is between us and God : when we 
have thoroughly weighed and examined the 
great and material benefits conferred on us 
by God, and ftrongly conveyed to our minds, 
by the name of Father, when we view him 
at once as creating us out of the duft of the 
earth, as preferving that be'mg which he gave, 
and fafely conducing us through all the 
ftorms of life, as redeeming us from the claim 
of Hell, regenerating us by his blcffed Spirit, 
and adopting us in his bleffed Son, all is joy, 
all is wonder, exprefling itfelf in the words 
of the Pfalmift, Lord, what is man, that 
thou art mindful of him, and th^ Son of 
man, that thou regarded him ? 



Upon. cooler recolledion, gratitude induces, 
us to think of making fome return, and to cry 
out. What reward fhall I give unto the Lord 
for all the benefits he hath done unto me ? 

What 
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What reward (halt' thou give unto him 
indeed ! Thy intentions are good^ but never to 
be executed. The mercies of God are as much 
above any returns of thine, as they are above 
thy deferts. Thy Wealth is Poverty, thy 
Power Weaknefs, and thy Wifdom Folly in 
the fight of God. 

Prudently then, and pioufly, content thy- 
felf with acknowledging his goodnefs, and fet- 
ting his mercies ever before thine eyes, with 
faying, in the lively and grateful eloquence 
of the Pfalmift, Praife the Lord, O my foul, 
and all that is within me praife his holy 
name ; Praife the Lord, O my foul, and 
forget not all his benefits ; O God, our 
God, our Father which art in Heaven, Hal- 
lowed be thy Name. 

The order in which this petition (lands 
doth very properly point out to us what all 
of us muft know, and yet many of us arc ve- 
ry apt, and too willing to forget, that the 
glory of God ought to be the great and chief 

purdiit of man. 

It 



) 
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It is apparent, that whatfoever hath a right 
our (irft confideration in our prayers, fliould 
lave the fame preference in our lives and 
:onverfations. 



Man may indeed, and too often doth divert 
and amufe himfelf with vain and idle purfuits, 
with worfhipping idols of his own creation, 
and following phantoms which he himfelf 
hath formed, but he can have no folid and 
rational views, which have not a regard to, 
and do not ultimately terminate in, the glory 
of God ; that moft noble and lively principle, 
that moft worthy and happy end of all his 
anions. 

The defign of God in the creation of the 
world was the glory of the Creator, and the 
good of the Creature; and then only doth 
the Creature attain to the utmoft perfeftion 
of his nature, when both thefe ends are hap- 
pily anfwered. 

But the misfortune is, that thefe things, 
which in the defign of the Deity, and in the 

nature 
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nature of things, are (Irifliy and infeparably 
connefted and united, become divided by the 
folly and corruption of man, and are confider- 
ed as incompatible, as two diftinft and op- 
pofite purfuits, of which both are not attain- 
able ; and it is plain to be feen by the pra£tice 
of the world, how much weight the glory 
of God will have with us, and how far it 
will influence our anions, when once it 
comes to be confidered as inconfiftent with, 
and oppofite to, what we imagine to be our 
happinefs. 

The greater part of mankind calling incli- 
nation reafon, and corruption happinefs, di- 
reS their courfe to fome diftant goal, where 
imaginary happinefs takes up her abode ; 
whilft the wifcr and the happier few purfue 
the road which leads to the glory of God, and 
to the only true, folid, and lading happinefs 
of man. 



Our wife Creator, well acquainted with 
the nature of the Creature which he had 
made, contrived to implant in us a principle 

more 



) 
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more quick and powerful to advance his glo- 
ry than gratitude itfelf, when he made the 
fame means which conduced to his gloiy^ 
neceflary to our own happinefs; and that 
man who leads a reli^ous and Chriftian life^ 
doth at the fame time give glory to God^ 
which is the one end of his creation, and 
procure happinefs to himfelf, which is the 
other. 



Thus much obferved in general, I proceed 
more particularly, to confider. the petition 
before us> and (hall (hew, 

Firft, What we are to underftand by God's 
Name. And^ 

Secondly, How we are are to Hallow, it. 

By the Name of God we are to underftand 
in the firft and moft iniportant fenfe of the 
word, his all-perfe£k nature. Names are im- 
pofed on things to diilin^ifti them from 
each odier^ by conveying to' us as clear an 
I apprchenfion 
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apprebenfion as poflible of their nature. But 
God is a Being fo infinitely tranfcendent 
aboTe all other, that no one nanie can give 
us any adequate conception of him, and the 
whole force of words is infofEcient to fet be- 
fore us God in that fuUnefe of glory wkkh 
^Iwells eflentially in hinru 

To raife our thoughts, however, as near 
as poffible to the Deity, he is in Scripture 
fet forth to us under federal titlee^expreffive 
of the feveral ways in which his all-per- 
fed nature difplays itfelf to man* CouM 
any one word convey to us a proper noti- 
on of God's nature, that would be his name ; 
but as this is impoiTible, we muft by his name 
ncccflarily underftand whatever perfedions 
we know to be eflential to him, whether 
manifelled in his works, or revealed to us 
in his word, under how many different titles 
foevcr. 

By the name of God in a fecondjiiy fenie, 
we are to underAand whatever hath an im- 
mediate relation' to him ; as the .tiaifis and 

places 
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{Aaces fet apart for his fervkrc, thofe holy 
writings in which are contained the reve- 
lations of his will ; the pcrfons appointed 
to miniAer in his fervicC) and the revenuc#t 
allotted for their maintenance. 



To haibw the iMtne of God, in which 
Ibever of thefe fcnfes we take it, cannot 
fignify to confer any holinefs upon it. In 
Iwiinefs, as in his other adorable perfec- 
tions^ God is infinite; nor is it In our 
power to diminiih tlierefronn> or make any 
addition thereto; and thofe things which 
bear fome peculiar relation to God, are 
holy merely upon that account, and not 
according to the opinion which men may 
Jiave, or the ufes they may make of them. 

It is not therefore for his own fake, or 
any advantage, any frefli.increafe of glory 
and holinefs acftuing thereby to birrij that 
God hath made the hallowing his name our 
duty, but for a proof of our love, gratitude, 
and obedience^ and as a neceOary qualifi- 
I z cation 
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cation to prepare us for being fubjeds of 
his kingdom. 



When therefore, we entertain high and 
worthy notions of God's nature; when we 
acknowledge his infinite perfeftions, and a& 
agreeably to fuch acknowledgment, viewing 
and adoring at a diAance his natural attri- 
butes, approaching to and imitating his mo- 
ral, when we keep our mouths from profane 
curfing and fwearing, and never mention the 
name of the high and holy One but with 
awe and reverence, piety and devotion; 
when we make God's glory the firft princi- 
ple, the chief end of all our thoughts, wordsf 
and adions, and let the dcfirc of hallowing 
his holy name (land forcmoft in our hearts, 
as it doth in the petitions of this prayer, 
then do we hallow as we ought the name of 
God, as it fignifies his nature. 

When we efteem thofe things which 
bear any relation to God according to the 
dignity of him to whom they belong, and 
apply them to the purpofes for which they 

were 
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were defigned, when we rightly confider 
them as appointed by God to receive part 
of that reverence which we owe to him, 
and which he looks upon as paid to him- 
felf, when we hallow the times and places 
fet apart for his fervice by a conftant at- 
tendance and devout behaviour; the Scrip* 
tures, by defending them on all occafions- 
againft the cavils and objcQions of infidels 
or evil-minded brethren, by efteeming 
them the word of God containing all things 
ncceflary to falvation, by diligently and 
devoutly reading and meditating on them, 
and by giving them all honour in our con- 
verfation, forbearing to make a jeft of them,, 
which is the prafticc of unbelievers, or to 
take a jeft out of them, which is the praSice 
of many who gratify what they call wit 
at the expence of decency and religion, 
when we hallow the perfons appointed to 
minifter in hi& fer\'ice by a proper regard 
of their funSiofi, a due attention to their 
inftruSions, and a praQical obfervance of 
ihem, and their revenues by a cheerful and 
punSual payment of them whenever they 
arc due, we do then hallow as we ought 
I 3 the 



inju lu iiic Molmels ot God 
to add to his cncntial Glory i 
\vhatioe\cr, ccilainly in point 
we ought to do it, nay fliould 1 
glad that we are able to make 
for the mercies we have rec< 
hands. 



As there is no pleafure whi« 
fincere, no virtue which conv< 
delight along with it than th 
of obligations, unlefs it is the 
them^ what a delightful pie 
vice muft it be to a generous 
dulge her gratitude to God, ar 
meafure acquit hcrfelf of her . 
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mance vras laborious and difficult; and 
the delight refulting. from the aSion, 
when accompliihedy would amply overpay 
all the labour undergone in the accompliih- 
ment of it. 



SuppoHng fhen> that to hallow God^s 
name was a laborious taik, whereas it is 
mofl eafy and pleafant> and that it was pro- 
fitable to God> but not in the leaft to our- 
felves, gratitude (bould even then be fuffi- 
cient to induce us to perform it. Our fin- 
cere hallowing of God's name doth not ren- 
der him one whit more holy* who is in him- 
felf holy above all that is called holy ; doth 
not render him in the leaft n^pre glorious^ 
who is in himfelf great above all glory;- 
our becoming faithful fubjefls of his king- 
dom doth not at all encreafe his dominion^ 
who in the right of his own efTential per- 
fe&ibns ruleth over all; nor our zealous 
performance of> and fubmiflion to, his 
willy make any addition to his authority 
who doeth whatfoever he will in Heaven 
and in earth. It is for our own fakes 

therefore 



92 SERMONTIV; 

therefore that we are taught thus to pray» 
and required thus to -afl; that by fo doing 
we may render ourfelves proper obje& of 
God's goodnefs, and partake of the bleflfed 
efFeds of his beneficence. 



Notwithftanding all this> how few are 
there^ if we look into the world, who arc 
worthy repeaters of this pet!tion> who 
hallow the name of God as they ought. 
Some> and thofe not a few in this right 
honourable age of infidelity, wholly deny 
the Being of a God; others allow him in- 
deed a bare exiftence, but impioufly ftrip 
him of his attributes, and deny his Pro- 
vidence; whilft many who profefs the^ 
Chriftian faith, and call themfelves the 
children of God, difhonour him by their 
wicked and profligate life, and bring into 
contempt, and caufe to be evil fpoken of, 
that holy name whereby they are called. 

Never did greater levity appear than in 
the prcfent age. All things ferious, fo- 
kmn, and facred arc wantonly thrown by, 

or 
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or treated only as proper fubjefts of ridi- 
cule; and the religion of Chrift, which 
ought to warm the hearts and influence 
the praftice of its profelTors^ is no more 
than fkin-deep; it is made a plaulible pre- 
tence to ferve a turiii and is put off and 
on as eafily as our cloaths. 



How thin is the churchy how almofl 
defolate is the altar of God? Whalr^won-- 
der? fince a party of pleafure> the drop^.. 
ping in of a friend, a too luxurious meal, 
an indolence of difpofition, in a word, 
any thing or nothing, is deemed a fufFxi* 
ent excufe for our flaying from church, 
and negJefting the publick worfliip of our 
Maker. 



The Scriptures, thofe lively oracles of 
God, wherein is contained our title to 
eternal falvation, which it is every man*s 
duty and happinefs to be acquainted with, 
how fhamefuUy, how foolilhly, how im- 
pioudy, are they neglefted? I doubt, tho' 
I am afraid it doth not admit of a doubt, 

whether 
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whether any book is fo little known as that 
which dcferves and demands our ftri&cft 
attention. 



The Poor think thcmfelves abfolvcd 
from confulting it becaufe fo much of 
their time is taken up by their neceflary 
labour; and the Rich no doubt mufl be 
excufedy fome becaufe they never read at 
all, and others becaufe their naeditatioos 
are turned another way> and they are better 
cmplbyed in penifing and raiiing trophies 
to more modern Prodsdioas, where inde- 
cency pafTes off for wit, and infidelity for 
reafon. 

Anfwerable to and worthy of thefe moft 
excellent private {Indies, is the polite Con- 
Terfation of the prefent age, where Noife is 
Mirth, Obfcenity Good-humour, and Pro- 
fiinenefs Wit. Decency and Good fenfe, 
which were formerly deemed neceflary to 
give a grace to and feafon Converikrion, to 
join Pleafure and improvement together, 
are become mere antiquated ootiom, words 

without 
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Without meaning; and all that the pert 
and polite (inner need to 4o now to eftablifh 
liis reputation of wit, and be deemed the 
heroe of all polite Aflemblies is to get rid 
of Religion as foon as polRUe, to fet Con- 
fcience at defiance, to deny the Bemg or 
Providence of God, io laugh at the Scrip- 
tures, deride Gods Ordinances, profane 
iiis naroe^ and rally his Miniftry. 



Thus qualified, the world is his owo« 
lie carries alt before him, and if he 
ihould meet with oppofition from fome 
fuicere Chriftian who is truly Religious, 
and camiot brook to hear the name of 
his Maker treated with contempt, why he 
deipifes and derides the poor fiiperftitiout 
Fool, and fupertatively Happy in himfelf 
kttgbs at the Argument which he cannot 
anfwer. 

Much were it to be wiflied that the 
Onrader here drawn was imaginary, or 
^at kaft uncommon, but I am afraid the 

eiperience 
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experience of all prefent wilt afTure them 
it is too real^ too frequent. 



I {hall difmifs my Confideration of this 
Petition by ferioufly exhorting every Good 
Chriftian to extend his regards to his fel- 
low-creatures^ to endeavour to propagate a 
due veneration of God's holy Name, not on- 
ly by the goodnefs of his life, and the fin- 
cerity of his Prayers, but alfo by giving his 
advice^ and exerting his authority. 

It is naturally implied in the words of thi9 
petition! that we hallow God's name^ our« 
felves, and promote it in others> as much 
as lies in our power ; and if we are defi- 
cient as to ourfelvesy or negligent as to o- 
thers, every time we repeat this petition, 
we incur the cenfureand puniihment.due to 
hypocrify. 

There are it is to be feared, many well- 
meaning and fmcere Chriftians, who thro^ 
fear of laughter, imputation of Angularity, 

and 
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aiil GtRfure of hypocFify> forbear to rebuke 
^Mi expreTs ttieir iiifike feo thofe fnaoy ways, 
by which God's name is diflionottred in moft 
converfations. 



But furely if it is becoming, if it is the 
duty of a marf to vindicate the chara£ter of 
his friend, flill more becoming, Aill more 
the duty rauft it be of every Chriflian to de- 
fend the konour of his God efpecially as 
thofe who profane it will be apt to conftrue 
iilence into approbation, and think thofe fe« 
cretly for them^ who are not openly againfl 
them. 



Now that religion is at fo low an ebb, 
every difciple of Cfarift, who hath at heart 
th^ hcfipw ^f his Mafter, ought to difplay 
the banners of Chriftianity abroad, to declare 
open war againft wickednefs and vice, to con- 
fider himfelf as accountable to God for his 
backwardnefs in rebuking hiii profeft enemies, 
and to look upon himfelf as a light which is 
to give light to all that are in the houfe, and 
in confequence of fuch confiderations, to let 
K . his 
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bis light fo ihine before meOy that they may 
fee his good works^ and glorify his Father 
which is in Heaven. 



Now to Cod the Father^ ice. 
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Matthew vi. loth. 



^by Kingdom come. 



eERE we but once thoroughly eon* 
vinced of the exiftence of a Goiy 
and of the great benefits which 
we have received at his hands, did we but 
confider, know, and acknowledge him to be 
bur Father which is in Heaven, and fuifer 
fuch coniiderations to Have their due weight 
and proper efFed upon us, to incline us to re- 
K 3 verence 
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Sometiines It means the Kingdom of graces 
or the dilpenlation of the Mei&ah. 

This is called the Kingdom of God, be- 
caufe though he doth not fet up an outward 
and viiible government, as in the Mofaick 
difpenfation, yet he rules inwardly in the 
hearts and minds of thofe who are entered 
into the Gofpel Covenant. This is the mod 
common acceptation of the phrafe in the New 
Teflament. But it fometimes fignifies alfo 
the Kingdom of God's Glory, or that happy 
ftate into which at the day of Judgment, he 
fliall receive, and in which he fhall govern 
his faints for ever. 



Of this Kingdom our Saviour fpeaks, fay- 
ing, then (hall the King fay unto them on his 
right hand. Come ye blefled of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the beginning of the world. 

Having thus feen in what general acceptati- 
ons the Kingdom of God is taken in Scrip- 
ture, 



^ 
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tmt, let us next coftfider in which o^ thefe it 
is to be undcrftoOd in this petition. 

As to the providential Kingdom of God» 
at is founded upon the perfeftion of his na* 
ture; ftnd as that perfeGHon is unalterably 
Iha fame> fo muft the dominion refulting 
from it be unalterable likewife> capable nei- 
ther of addition or diminution ; and there- 
fore we cannot here have uny refpeft to that 
kingdom. 

The kingdom of Grace is capable of in- 
creafe'y both by the coming in of thofe who 
do not now believey and by fuch a blefTed al- 
teration in thofe who do> that they may walk 
according to their profeiEon. 



The kingdom of Glory is capable of in- 
crcafe ; both by receiving thofe who do now» 
and (hail hereafter lead a godly life in the 
ftate of grace, and by admitting thofe wha 
are already departed out of this life in the 
fear of God> to a greater Ihare of Glory, 

than 
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than they at prefent enjoy. In this petition 
therefore we have regard to thefe two king* 
doms of grace and glory. 



Though the kingdom of Grace is in faft 
but an introduftion to that of Glory> and 
the kingdom of Glory the higheft difpen- 
fation of God!s grace, yet are they in fome 
things diflferent both as to the manner of 
the adminiftrationi and the condition of the 
fubje&8. 

, In the kingdom of Grace we are in a (late 
of tryal, liable to be drawn away by the de- 
ceit of the world, the flefb) and the Devili 
liable to pain and forrow, to the fears of 
lofing what few comforts wc enjoy, and to 
the troublefome certainty of leaving them if 
they leave not us ; in the kingdom of Glory 
we are in a (late of fecure and perfed felici- 
ty, our crown is fixt upon our heads too firm 
to be ihaken, the flowers which bloom there- 
in fhall always continue. fre(h ; Sin ihall be 
difarmed of her (ling, and Death be fwallow- 
ed up in Viftory. 

In 
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In the kingdom of Grace^ the good and 
the bad are mixed together^ rewards and pu« 
nilhments are unequally diftributed^ and the 
worldly condition of the greateft (inner is 
preferable to that of the moft righteous man 
on earth ; but in the Idngdom of Glory the 
good fhall be feparated from the bad ; thofe 
who have been faithful fervants of their Lord 
. ihall be diflinguiihed from the wicked and 
rebellious ; the glorified Sunt (hall no longer 
be the companion of the incorrigible Sinner ; 
the latter (hall be aifigned over to everlafting 
punidmient, and the former received into 
thsLt glorious kingdom wherein is joy and 
peace for evermore. 

In the kingdom of Grace, we walk by 
Faith, we fee through a glafs darkly, our 
underilanding is clouded, our reafon weak, 
and our will pefverfe ; we are fcarce able to 
comprehend the moft obvious things, and the 
ways of God, and the difpenfations of his 
Providence, are far above out of our fight ; 
but in the kingdom of glory we (hall fee 
&ce to face« we (hall know even as we are 

known ; 
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known ; all nature will be laid open to our 
View, and the God of Nature himfelf be 
fully numifefted to us. 

The ways of Providctice« which in many 
refpeds appear to us dark# myfterious, and 
umnteUigible» fiiall be then deared up, the 
cloud which fits upon them at prefent will 
be totaUy difpelled, and they will appear to 
us juft and uiufomi> worthy of the fountain 
of light from whence they iflued. 



The Nature of God» which in our prefimt 
ftate we can have no adeqifate notion off will 
then break forth upon us in its fulleft tide 
of Glory, and thefe weak and frail bodies 
will be fo much (Irengthened as to be able to 
fee God aiid live; and our fouls be fo far 
exalted above their prefent ^ftate in know- 
ledgey as to be able fully to comprehend, in 
purity, as to be able pcrfcftly to enjoy the 
glorious objed. 



la 
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In the kingdom of Grace, upon account 
jof our many fins, and the utter impoflibility 
ef our making feact with God of ouffelves^ 
we are governed by our Mediator Jefus 
Chrift J through the confideration of whofe 
meritorious fufferings and efFedual interceiC- 
on, God overlooks our frailties, pardons our 
fins and accepts of a fincere repentance in* 
fiead of a perfed obedience. 



But in the kingdom of Glory, when 
we (hall no more be liable to temptatioQ 
and fin, when our corruptible fhall have 
put on incomiption, and we bear the i- 
mage of the heavenly, as w« have bom the 
image of the earthly, there will be no oc- 
cafion for a mediator, but we ihall foe go* 
verned immediately by God himfelf; the 
mediatorial office of Chrift ihall then ceafe* 
and the kingdom foe delivered up to God 
even the Father, and the Son alio himfelf 
Ihall be fubje& unto him that put alt 
tlungs under him, that God may be all in 
aU. 



It 
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It remains for us to conCder, in what, 
feofe we pray that thefe kingdoms of God 
may come« 

For the kingdom of Grace we pray, that 
our hearts and minds may be thoroughly fub- 
dued thereto, that we may be worthy fub- 
je6ls of Chrift's kingdom ; that all perlbns 
who are within the Chriftian covenant may 
lead their lives anfwerable thef eto> and eve- 
ry member of Chrift's holy church may is 
his vocation truly and godty ferve bim ; 
that God would pleafe to have mercy upoB 
all Jews, Turks, InfidelSf and Heretkksi 
and take from them aU ignorance, hardneft 
of heart, and contempt of his word and com- 
mandment, and fo fetch them home to his 
flock, that they may be faved among the 
remnant of the true Ifraelites, and be made 
one Fold under one Shepherd Jefus Chrifl 
our Lord. 

For the kingdom of Glory we pray, that 
God will of his mercy fpeedily releafe us 

from 
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from the dangers and troubles of this life, 
and inflate us with himfeW in joy and peace, 
that he will fhottly accompViA the number 
of his etea, and receive his bleiTed Saints in- 
to everiafting happinefs. 



To make us worthy repeaters of this pe- 
tition, it is neceffary that we ftiould have a 
due fenfc of Go*l's goodnefs in eftabliihing a 
kingdom amongft us, which is founded upon 
fuch mild and eafy conditions as that of 
Grace, and (Irengthened with fuch great and 
glorious promifes as that of Glory ; we (hould 
acknowledge the great privilege of being un- 
der his government, whofe every a6tion is 
diftated by infinite mercy, and guided by 
unerring wifdom for the benefit of his crea- 
tures ; we ihould entertain all thofe affe^i- 
ons for God which good fubjeSs have for 
their kings, and perform all thofe duties 
which they pay to them in as much greater 
a degree, as God is fuperior to the greateft 
Monarch. 



La We 
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We ought alfo, in ufing this petition* to 
have an univerfal love and charity for all 
men> a due fenfe of the corruption of man- 
ners, of the prevalence of infidelity and vice, 
an holy forrow for all who icnowing the 
truth live not up to it, and for all who know 
it not, but walk in ignorance and in the Sha- 
dow of death. 



And thefe charitable affeSions fliould upon 
all occafions break forth ioto adion, infpiring 
us with a fincere zeal to inftru£t the ignorant 
and reclaim the wicked. 



A glorious employment this for a reafon- 
able creature, and a neceflary qualification 
to make us true fubjeds of that kingdom 
which was founded and is governed by Chrift, 
who fpent his whole life in doing good, in 
converting the Sinner from the evil of his 
ways, and bringing him to the knowledge of 
of God. 



Chriftianity 
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Chriftianity was never intended to be kept 
in a corner* or confined, life the doarines 
of the philofophcrs, to any particular fchoolj 
but to fpread itfelf over the face of the whole 
earth. No one therefore can be a worthy 
fubjed of Chrift's kingdom, who does not 
endeavour to advance and propagate it. 

It is not to be expeSed that we ihould, 
like the Apoftles, vifit remote and barbarous 
nations, fmce we have not, as they had> the 
credentials of Miracles to produce ; but fure- 
ly it is our indifpenfible duty to plant and 
propagate the Chriftian religion in our own 
colonies, and as we reap their temporal things 
to which we have I know not what right, to 
fow in them fpiritual things, to which our 
religion entitles them, without any other 
confideration. 



Had we been more careful to perform our 

parts in this refpeft, had we endeavoured 

to civilize thofe rude nations, and inftil into 

them the principles of the Gofpel, we had 

L 3 not 
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not fo often lamented their virulent cruelty 
and repeated perfidies. Of late years indeed 
there has been eftabli(hed among us a moil 
excellent charity for propagating the Gofpel 
in foreign parts, and if the fuccefs has not 
as yet anfwered our wifhes, it has been fu^- 
cient to quicken our endeavours. 



It is evident from Scripture, that before 
the confummation of ail things Chrift's king- 
dom fliall be univerfaU that the earth (hall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the Tea, that the kingdom (hall 
be the Lord's, and he ihall govern the na- 
tions. 

It is our duty therefore to advance and ha- 
ften, to the utmoft of our power, this happy 
aera, by approving ourfelves true fubjefts of 
Chrifi, and driving to ered his throne in the 
hearts of others ; by endeavouring ourfelves 
to promote Chriftian knowledge at homct 
and encouraging thofe who ftrivc to propa- 
gate it abroad, adminiftring fuch means to 
them as may render their labours eafy, and 

pave 
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pave the way for their fuccefs, fo that the 
word of God> and the kingdom of his Chrift> 
may grow mightily and prevail. 



It IS our intereft, as well as duty, to pray 
for the coming of Chrift's kingdom, both in 
regard of the happy confequences attending 
his univerfal dominion in the ftate of Grace, 
and our fpeedi^ admiflion into that of 
Glory. 



Univerfal Happinefs muft be the refult of 
univerfal Chriftianity, and the world {hail en- 
joy uninterrupted peace, when that religion 
which forbids all the motives to war, is fin- 
cerely profefled by all ; the wolf (hall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard lie down with 
the kid, and the young lion and the falling 
together, and a little child (hall lead them. 



All racking and malevolent paflions (hall 
then be extinguiihed, all bafe and difhoneft 
adions (hall then ceafe^ and the true religion 

fhalt 
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fhall then fanGtify the hearts, prefide over the 
aAions> and blefs the lives of all men. 



Thus univerfally happy, thus univcrfally 
good fliall the ftate of Grace be, when the 
fulinefs of the Gentiles come in, and the 
remnant of Ifrael is gathered together; and 
as the time of this great reformation is un- 
certain, as it may be even now at our doors, 
how much is it our duty, how much is it our 
intereft to contribute every one of us his mite 
towards the haftening of this happy period. 

And do thou, O God, who feefl how low 
rtligion is funk, both in our minds and prac- 
tice, be pleafed to impart to us and tb all 
people, fuch portions of thy grace as may 
purify our hearts, and amend our lives ; as 
may incite us to the converfion of others, at 
well as the reformation of ourfelves; quicken 
our endeavours to this good work, aflifl our 
infirmities, and in thy good time crown us 
with fuccefsj and bring all mankind under 
the dominion of thy blefTed fon ; and when 
this happy time is arrived, then be thou pleaf-: 

ed. 
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of thy gracious goodnefs> fhortly to ao 
apliih the number of thine ele3> and to 
ten thy kingdom of Glory, that we, with 
thofe that are departed in the true faith of 
holy name, may have our perfed con- 
imation and blifs, both in body and foul» 
hy eternal and everlafting glory, through 
IS Chrift our Lord ; to whom, with the 
her and the Holy Ghoft;, be afcribed^ 

6(e. 
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Matthew vi. loth. 



Tby fFill be dme on Earthy as it is in 
Htaven. 

V*^^*^'-'^^ HIS is the laft of thofc peti- 
I : ^!Tr4^ ■ t ^i^'* which rdatc immediately 
\ \ Xao^ " * to God, and is the beft proof 
« : f we can giyie of our beilig fii\- 

**'^^^^'^ cere in the foregoing. 



The will of God may be underftood cither 

of thofe laws which he has given us for 

the dire£tion of our lives, or of thofe difpen- 

M fations 



122 



S E R M O N VI. 



fations which in the courfe of them he is 
pleafed to lay on us. 

In the nrft of thefe fenfes our fincere 
Obedience, in the lafl our chearful fubmif- 
fion IS required. Both thefe duties I (hall 
confider in my prefent difcourfe^ fubjoining 
fuch confiderations as are proper to enforce 
them. 

And firft, Of obedience to the will of 
God, as it means the obfervation of thofe 
laws which he has given us for the direSion 
of our lives. 

Thefe laws are contained in the holy fcrip- 
tnres ; and as it is neceffary that we (hould 
know the good, perfeS, and acceptable will 
of God, before it is pofliblc that we can do 
it, it is our duty to make ourfelves thorough- 
ly acquainted with thefe books, that we may 
have a competent knowledge of thofe laws 
wh'rch are to be the ftandard of ^1 our adions. 



In 
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In order to acquire this, we fhould be dili- 
gent in reading them ourfelves, and attentive 
to fuch expofitions as are delivered by others, 
for the more full and clearer illuftration 
of them. Half the time which many of 
Hs bcftow upon reading Novels and Ro- 
mances, would make us mailers of thofc 
hooks wherein is contained our title to eter- 
nal fHtvation. 



One would imagine that a church like 
our's, wherein the Scriptures are publicly 
read in the vulgar tongue^ and the duty of 
private reading and meditating on them is 
recommended, would abound with know- 
ledge and undcrftandlng, even amongft her 
poorer members ; whereas on the contrary, 
many, even in conhderable ilations, are fo 
grofsly ignorant of them as cai? fcarcc be 
credited. For the knowledge of God's laws 
is not only cafy to be acquired, but it is ab- 
folutely neceflary for us to be acquainted 
with them ; as without knowing we cannot 
obey them, without obeying them wc can- 
not obtain everlafling falvation. 

M 2 Let 
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Let every perfon therefore make it bis 
bufinefs to fearch the Scriptures, to breed 
up his children in the knowledge of them^ 
and to let their fludies of things divine go 
hand in hand with their purfuits after hu- 
man knowledge ; fo that we may every one 
of us attentively hear, conftantly read, feri- 
oufly mark, pioufly learn, and profitably di- 
geft thofe laws which God hath given us for 
the dire3ion of our lives. 



The next thing to which is, that we aft 
agreeably to that knowledge ; if wc know 
tl)e will of God, happy are we if we do it. 



The Obedience of the Angels is propofed 
to us by Chrift as a pattern for our own, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Not that our blcffcd Lord, wl\o knew the 
difparity between them and us, and th^ 
many difad vantages which wc labour under, 
that they are totally exempted frdm, de- 
mands fronr us that perfeS performance of 
his will which they pay to him, and which 



wc 
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we in our prefent (late are incapable of dif- 
charging. 



Great is the difproportion between a glo- 
rified Spirit, free from the clog of flefli, 
free from all temptations, bleft with an un- 
fullied clearnefs and reditude of will, and a 
poor mortal creature, encumbered with a 
load of matter, furrounded with temptations^ 
corrupt in his very nature, weak in his un- 
derftanding, and in his will perverfe. 



Great therefore mud be the difproportion 
in tlie fervices which they pay to their 
Creator, in the purity and perfeSion of their 
obedience. But thqugh we cannot equal 
thefe celeflial beings, we may imitate them ; 
though we cannot arrive at the excellency of 
their natures, we may by aiming at it arrive 
at the fummit of our own. 



Sincerity and Univerfality, Zeal and Ala- 
crity, Diligence and Perfeverance, confpicu- 
ous and infeparable qualifications of their 
M 3 Obedience, 
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Obedience, may become ingredients of ouf 
own, though not in the fame perfeft de- 
gree ; and every virtue which they in the 
exeellency of the Angelic ns^ture poflfefs tin- 
Culiied, we' in th« iofiripiitics of the human 
may imperfedty imitate ', and imitation is 
the thing propofed here, a praiSifrng of the 
(ame virtue$» though not iq the fame d&« 
grce. 

A perfeft and unfinning Obedience is not 
required <x)f us, but a fincere and univerfal 
one is j which if we perform, the many 
a£ts of difobedience which we commit 
through furprize, ignorance, and infirmity, 
nay, through wilfulnefs itfelf, will upon a 
fincere repentance be gracioufly pardoned 
by God, for his fake who died for all men, 
and lives to make IntercefTion for all thofe 
who do their beft to approve themfelves his 
difciples. 

Having thus feen in what latitude our 
Obedience is expefted, and in what man- 
ner God's will may be done in earth as it 

is 
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is in Heaven, I fhall now endeavour to 
enforce, the praQice of this Obedience to- 
God's laws by fome fuitable confiderations. 
The firft of which is. 



That, He» who made and delivered 
them to us, is a Being who has an indif- 
putable authority to appoint laws, and in- 
finite power to punifli ihpfe wha violate 
them. The beft riiles of a£tion, unlef? 
enaded and enforced by proper authority9 
are weak and ufetefs, infufficient to reprefs 
vice, and maintain virtue. 

Look into the fchools of the antient 
philofophers, and you will find that their 
many excellent natural precepts were con- 
fined within very narrow limits, and had 
little or no influence, being generally more 
admired than praSifed, even by their own 
fcholars. Reafon was and ever will be 
too weak to combat with inclination, and 
Virtue, left to herfelf, unable to make a 
(land againft the corruptions of Vice. 

No 



128 SERMON VI. 



No law tfccrefore can be expeSed to be. 
duly obferved, without an evident right 
of making it, a manifeft ability of punifli- 
ing thofe who break it, vefted in the 
law-giver. Both of which nioft eminent- 
ly concur in God; his right of giving 
laws to the Creatures whom he made is 
unqueftionable, his power of punifhing the 
difobedient is a neceflary perfeftion of his 
nature ; he is wife in heart, and mighty 
in ftrength; who hath hardened himfelf 
againft him and profpered? And his in- 
tention to punilh them, as it might be 
fully proved from that perfeft Juftice 
which is cffential to him, Righteoufnefs 
and Judgment are the habitation of his 
throne, fo is it very plainly revealed in 
the fame books wherein his laws are con- 
tained, that he will punilh the world for 
their evil, and the wicked for their ini- 
quity. All the motives therefore which 
ferve to enforce our obedience to the 
laws of man, do moft ftrongly confpire 

to 
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to bind on us Obedience to the laws of 
God. 



Another motive to which duty is Gra- 
titude> arifiDg from a confideration of that 
perfon by whofe mediation God gave thefe 
laws to us, namely, Jefus Chrift. If we 
refleS ferioufly on the mifcrable condi- 
tion from which Chrift relieved us, and 
the means of Grace and hopes of Glory^ 
he hath afforded us, if we confider the 
means by which he effeded this, how 
for our fake he was incarnate, led a mean 
and inglorious life, and died a painful and 
ignominious death, we cannot acquit our- 
felves of the bafeft ingratitude, if wo 
trample on his authority, and refufe Obe« 
dience to his laws. 



Generous tempers are willing, in many 
things, to bear with and oblige thofo 
perfons who have conferred favours on 
them, even in hard and unreafonable re« 
quefts. As the obligations therefore which 
Chrift has laid on us, are infinitely above 

any 
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any which man can confer^ fo ought our 
gratitude to rife in proportiony and exert 
itfelf in a fteady Obedience^ even if his 
laws were heavy and grievous to be borne; 
whereas on the contrary, his yoke is eafy, 
and his burthen is light. And this fupplie? 
us with another motive, drawn from 
the confideration of the laws thcmfelves. 



The Gofpel tawii if fairly and impar* 
tially confideredy are undoubtedly the moft 
excellent in the world. God does not rule 
us in an arbitrary manner, and impofe laws 
merely to demonflrate his authority, but 
governs us, as we are reafonable creatures, 
in a reafonable way. 

The taws which he has given us are 
adapted to the frame of our reafon; and 
2s creatures poflefled of that faculty, we 
cannot help aflenting to their equity, how 
much foevcr we may negleS the perfor- 
mance of them; they carry full authority 
and conviftioD along with them, they 

fpeak 
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fpeak their original} and atteft their author 
to be more than man. 



Human laws are oftentimes perplext and 
obfcure^ clafhing and inconfiflent not only 
with reafoH} but with themfelvesj liable 
to be mifconfirued} perverted^ and abufed; 
and the mod equitable of them are in a 
Aate of uncertainty^ and fubjed to be re- 
pealed; but the laws of the Gofpel are 
free from all thefe imperfedions; they are 
delivered in a clear> concife^ and perfpi- 
cuous manner^ and as they were deiigned 
for the direftion of the ignorant, as well 
as of the learned, they lie level to the 
meaneft' capacities, they are perfeSly uni- 
form, confident, and harmonious, and the 
comments occafionally made on them by 
the Apoftles fcrve to reflcS fuller light on 
them, and render the moR difficult paf- 
fages plain and eafy; they are light itfelf, 
and in them is no darknefs at all. 

They are alfo (Txt and immutable, liable 
to no change^ fubjeA to no repeal. The 

varying 
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varying of circumftancesy the fUUbilityi 
(hortfightednefs^ and want of integrity in 
human lawgivers^ make it oftentimes ne- 
ceflary to vary their laws, but as God is 
free from all thefe blemilhes^ as there is 
in him no variablenefs nor fliadow of turn- 
ings fo in the Gofpel laws which he has 
eftablifhedj there are no miftakes^ no in- 
firmities to require an alteration; they are 
a fuUj perfed, and perpetual ftandard of 
all our a&ions, to which all nations ihould 
bow and obey. 

To thefe excellencies let us alfo join 
the fublimity and ufefulnefs of thefe laws. 
In three fliort chapters^ of the New Tcfta- 
ment are contained more noble and fublime 
dodrinesy than the whole body of heathen 
philofophy can fupply us with ; upon firft 
fight indeed they appear fa eafy and &- 
miliar^ that we nuy be induced to thinks 
that we ourfelves could have been the au- 
thors of them; but upon enquiry we (hall 
find> that the moft acute and diligent 
fpirits among the antients, after a whole 
life fpent in the ftiidy of virttte, coul^^ 

witk 
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^itli «n the 'advantages of hdman litera- 
tofei produce nothing' vhich' deferved to 
Ue ^ut in the fcale kgalnfi Cbriftianity. 



Philofophy, indeed, whatever figure it 
might make before Chrtft appeared in the 
world, and his laws were promtilged, did 
vtpQftk that promulgation very feniibly de* 
dine, and muil have eitifely dropped to 
the ground long before it did, had not 
fome profeflbrs of it, more artful than 
honeft, tranfphinted many of the Chriftian 
precepts into their lyftems, and embdliibed 
them with virtues not their own. 

To the foregoing motives to Obedience 
to the Gofpel laws, let us laftly add, the 
ufefulnefs of them. 

They are calculated to promote at the 
fame time our virtue and happinefs, to 
make us at once better and happier men* 
They have a natural tendency to promote 
peac^ op earth :a,nd .good will among men, 
N as 
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as well as to advance the glory of God ob 
high; they, do not only {lave our way to 
Heaven, but if religioufly obeyed^, will 
make our life here an Heaven upon earth. 

On the whole^ the Gofpel laws are reac 
fonable and juft, clear and cdncife, con* 
fiftent and uniform, fixt and immutably 
fublime and ufeful ; they are given by that 
God to whom our fervice is due» through 
the mediation of that Saviour to whom we 
have the greateft obligations, fo- that in 
point of duty and reafon, gratitude and in* 
tereftf we are bound to perform a chearful, 
ready, and univerfal Obedience to the will 
of God, as it is manifefted in thofe laws 
contained in the Gofpel of his (on. 

Notwithftanding' which potent ties, we 
find it extremely difficult, and without the 
afliftance of God's grace impoffible, to 
keep ourfelves from falling; and therefore 
we are taught by our Saviour to pray to 
God that his will may be done in earth 
as in Heaven, to make us fenfible that 

without 



S E R M O N VI. 135 

without his grace we cannot perform it, 
and even with it, in many things we of- 
fend all* 



How thankful therefore (hould we be 
to God, who has appointed a remedy for 
our weaknefs, and how joyful (hould we be 
to apply it, making up for the imperfec- 
tion of our Obedience, by the fincerity 
of our Repentance. 

Such, a courfe will not only greatly re- 
dound to our temporal peace, but is alfoi 
the only means, through Chrift's blood, 
to entitle us to eternal glory; and the 
only way to become (harers of the hap- 
pinefe of Angels in Heaven, is' to be fincere 
though imperfeft imitators of their Qbe* 
dience in earth. 



I proceed npw. to confider the other 

duty incliide4> in doing God's will, name- 

ly> ^. patient and cheatful fubmiflion to 

whatever difpenfations God is pleafed, 

N 2 in 
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in the courfe of our lives, to lay upon 



us. 



Tc is not in our power indeed to difap- 
point God's defigns and reverfe bis decrees, 
but it is in our power, and too often in 
our praSice, to murmur and repine at them. 
By Submiflion therefore we are to under- 
fland that virtue which enables us to ap« 
pear, in all ftations and under all circum* 
fiances, with an equal and refigned tem- 
per, arifing from a full convidion that 
whatever happens unto us is according to 
God's appointment, and that whatever be 
appoints is always beft. 

This is the only folid foundation upon 
which our Submiflion can be built; and 
Submiflion is that duty which of all others 
conduces to our eafe and quiet, which 
conduds us with a fteady courfe through 
all the ftbrmi of life, which foftens every 
forrow, aiTwagea every pidn, and blunts the 
edge of thb moft fevere misfortdiies. 

when 
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When we refled on the fuflFerings of 
human nature in general* and thofe which 
we ourfelves groan under in particular, the 
unequal diftribution of them* lb that the 
lives of fome men glide on in ferenity and 
peace* whilft others know nothing but 
misfortunes from the cradle to the grave* 
and that oftentimes the righteous fuffer^ 
and the wicked profper* upon fuch reflec- 
tions we are often tempted to call in quef- 
tion the Juftice of God* and cavil at his 
difpenfations; aduated by a principle of 
felf-approbation* we are readier to con- 
demn any thing than ourfelves*. to impute 
our fuff^rings to any rather than the true 
caufe* to clear ourfelves*. and accufe God. 



A pra£Ece thfs as unreafonable as im- 
pious* greatly prejudicial to our own inte- 
refis* and injurious to his honour; inftead 
of removing it augments our fuflPerings* 
increafes God's difpleafure* and infpires all 
thofe uneafy paflions* and produces thofc 
N 3 dilhoncft 
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diflioneft adions, which are the general 
confequences of a difcontented mind. 



Submlifion on the contrary^ fuch a 
SubmifHon as giveth thanks in all things^ 
has not only a tendency in itfelf to alle- 
viate our griefs, but alfo to prevail on God 
to remove tliem. 

Ilov/cver dark and myfterious, unintel- 
li;v:ble and inconfiftent the ways of Provi- 
clence may appear, this patient and refigned 
temper receives and fufFers all tliih^ with- 
out repining; and is firmly pei.fuaded, that 
in a f.ilurc (late all which le^'ms dark and 
myricrious in God*s government Ihall be 
cleared up, all that feems unintelligible 
fliall be thorouc^hly CTcplained, and all 
v/hich fccms inconfiftent ihall be fully re- 
conciled; fo t!*ai however v.-c may repine 
at our fufFcru-jgs here, we ftiall fee the 
juftice anJ j^ood tendcjjcy cf them here- 
after. 



It 
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It is indeed impoflible for us to fuffer 
and not to feeU what is required of us is 
to feel like meny and bear like Chrifti- 
ans; neither are our endeavours to extri- 
cate burfelves, or our prayers that God 
would deliver us, any ways oppofite to 
this duty, but are themfelves duties v/hich 
ought always to accompany our fuflFcrings 
as we are . reaibnable creatures, and as we 
are Chriftians; only let us ufe no endea- 
vours but fuch as are ftriSly juft, no pray- 
ers but what are offered up v/Itli thac re- 
fignation of which Chrift has fet us an ex- 
ample; we may befe«ch God, that the 
cup may pafs from us, but always with 
this concluTion, not my will, O Lotd, but 
thy will be done. 

This is a temper which every man ought 
always to carry about with him, and yet 
it is a point in which the very bed of 
us are apt to fall ihort ; I fhall therefore 
conclude this difcourfe with fubjoining 
fome of the many motives which might 

be 
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be ofFered for the enforcement of this da- 

Firft, let us confider the perfon who 
brings thefe fufferings upon us ; it is God ; 
a Being of whofe nature we can have no 
true notion, without acknowledging him 
endued with Almighty Power, perfed 
Goodnefsj and cofummate Wifdom.. 

In confequence of the firft of thefe at- 
tributes he rules and governs all things, 
brings to pafs whatever he fees fitf and 
fuffers no oppofition nor controul, he is 
mighty in ftrength, who hath hardened 
himfelf againft him and profperedf And 
if God, who brings thefe fufferings upon 
us, is of fuch infinite power, how im- 
prudent is it in lis to murmur and repine 
at what we can no ways prevent, how 
unfafe to provoke a power, which we arc 
utterly incapable of refitting? This argu- 
ment, however ftrong when applied to 
our weaknefs and neceffity is, it muft be 
confefty but little calculated to engage and 

work 
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work upon the heart; it demands our fub- 
iniflion through fear, but not through 
love; it does not at all induce us to kifs 
the rods And blefs the band which gives 
the blow. 



To the perfed goodnefs of God we 
rauft have recourfe, before we can be 
thoroughly reconciled to> and fatisfied with, 
our fufferings ; we may fee the neceflity of 
them from his power, but are convinced 
of the uiefulnefs and advantage of them by 
his goodnefs only. 

It is this attribute which gives us pa- 
tience, reiignation, and love, for it is this 
which teaches us that God cannot take 
delight in the miferies of his creatures, 
that he does not grieve us willingly, but 
in mercy, and that his difpenfations, how. 
ever fevere they may fall, are indeed the 
refult of an - Almighty , Power, but of an 
Almighty Power adiing according to the 
didtztts g( perfed goodnefs, and under the 
diredion of unerring wifdom* 

God 



or all things, with their quali 
and circumftances; he thoroi:^: 
hends the refpe£ls and relatic 
one to another, the fitnefs c 
fuch means to produce fuch an 
and th^reforCf as his goodnefs 
dines and his power always e 
to a& for the good of his creati 
wifdom fecures him from any 
mifapplication. 

Thefe confiderations muft nati 
to fupprefs our complaints and c 
patience; for as God is of in 
dom, goodnefsf and power, nc 
cloud his underftanding, nothing 
vert or refift his will; and there! 
we !«•" •"'^ 
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Another motive to fobmiffion arifes from 
a coniideration of ourfelves. 

We are God's creatures^ and ought ta 
be very thankful^ that we are at aU^ and 
not to murmur that we are in no better 
condition. 

Shall the lump of Clay fay to the 
Potter who faftiioned it, why haft thou 
made me thus or thus? Our Condition 
here was not defigned to be completely 
happy> but to be iotermixed with tryals^ 
and troubles; we are in a ftate of proba- 
tion» not of felicity. 

Sufferings are the neceflary lot of ouf 
nature ; Our Siaviour was made perfe€b by 
them ; and as we ought to follow him in 
other TcfptQs, fo muft we exped to fot 
k)w him in this alfo« 



Why 



) 
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Why (hould we repine then at the com- 
mon burthen of our nature^ why murmur 
at the juft and falutary difpenfations of Pro- 
vidence ? efpecially confidering that we are 
finnersf and as fuchy the very lead of God's 
mercies is more than we deferve, the very 
fevered of his inflidions is milder than our 
crimes in a {kn& juftice demand ; why then 
doth a living man complain^ a man for the 
punifhment of his fms ? 



La(lly» let us confider the nature of the 
fufFerings themfelves. 

Great part of thofe afflidions which we 
place to God's account, ought in good rea- 
fon to be placed to our own* How many 
are poor through extravagance or indolence^ 
how many Tick through debauchery and in- 
temperance ; and fo with many other afflic- 
tions, which being withdrawn from thofe 
miferies we fo much complain off would re- 
duce them more than at firft view we could 

believe ; 
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believe ; and for tfaofe which remained, they 
would not appear fo terrible as at prcfent, if 
i|ire would place the good which we undeferv- 
edly enjoy, againft the ills which we deferved- 
ly feel ; if we would confider how many 
perfons were in a worfe ftate, rather than 
caft up our eyes to thofe who are in a bet- 
ter ; if we would refled on the quick and 
fudden tranfitions which we fee from afflidi- 
on to comfort, even in thofe who feem the 
(artheft gone in mifery ; and that even in the 
midft of our fufferings we may have the 
ftrong confolation of hope ; we may bear the 
prefent in expeffcation of the future, and not 
unreafonably believe, that as we ebb with the 
one tide, we (hall flow with the other. 



But fuppofing that our fufFerings were as 
conftant as they are fevere, that they were as 
confiderable in number as degree, and that 
we were aflured they would continue as long 
as our lives, yet even in this deplorable con- 
dition we may with pleafure refleS, that the 
man that is born of a woman is of few 
daysj fo that our misfortunes will foon have 
O ad 
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an end ; we may triumphantly conAder, that 
our momentary afflidions will work for us 
an eternal and far more exceeding weight of 
glory. 



On the whole therefore^ fincc trouble 
fpringeth not out of the ground, but is 
fent and direded by an all-gracious, wife, 
and powerful Cod, iince a/Hi^'ons are the 
common burthen of our nature, and the 
very fevered of them are not the adequate 
wages of our crimes, iince they are gene-* 
rally more than counterpoifed with blefl*- 
ings, are to be endured but a fliort time, 
and will if properly borne turn to a good 
account, for thefe feveral reafons, if thou 
come to ferve the Lord, prepare thy foul 
for temptation. 

Set thy heart, and confiantly endure and 
make not hade in time of trouble. Cleave 
unto him and depart not away, that thou 
may'ft be encreafed at thy latter end. What- 
foever is brought upon thee take chearfuUy, 
and be patient when thou art changed to a 

low 



^ 
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H7 



low eftate ; that fo fuffering according to 
the will of Godf we may commit the keep- 
ing of our fouls to him in weli-doing» as 
unto a faithful Creator. 



Now to God the Father, Ood the So0^ 
and God the Holy Ghojfti iic. &c» 
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Matthew vi. nth. 



Ghe us this day our daily Bread. 



?fe3yC^r H I S is the only petition In the 
^ T y* Lord's Prayer, whip h immediate- 
S^^^ ly relates to our temporal profpe- 
**** rity, and the obtaining of (ndx 
things as are neceflary to our being and well* 
being in this life. Many of the primitive 
Chriftians were of opinion, that the Bread 
which our Lord hear teaches us to pray for, 

was 
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was not to be underllood of any good things 
relating ta the body> but of the Euchariftical 
Bread in the Lord's Supper> and of the fpiri- 
tual fuftenance thereby conveyed' to the (bul 
by the increafe of grace ; and hence arofe the 
6uftem of receiving that facrament every day. 

The error of this opinion however is fuffi- 
ciently evident^ from a confideration of the 
time wherein our Saviour taught his difci-^ 
pies this prayer, and the time wherein he in- 
fiituted the facrament, the one in the very 
infancy of his niiniftry, the other, not till 
the eve of his crucifixion ; fo that during that 
interval,, the Apoftles, and all who made ufe 
of thisprayer^ mud, in repeating this petiti- 
on for their daily bread, have petitioned for 
they knew not what, and prayed without any 
eiFed: upon the underftanding and heart ; » 
thing' not fuppofable in* any, much lefs in 
fuch a mailer a» Chrift ; whofe dofhines are 
all calculated for the edification^ of his difci- 
ptes, and who* cannot therefore be thought- 
to have inferted in a form of prayer compofed 
for their ufe, a petition- which, for fome 

length 



^ 
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kngth of timey could not poilibly be of any 
ufe to them at all. 



Inftead therefore of perplexing ourfelves^ 
with vain fuppo(itions» t ihall embrace that 
plain and eafy meaning* which is moft free 
from all objedions» and was moft probably 
intended by our Lord^ and received by his 
difciples; namely^ that by Bread here we 
are to underftand all the neceflf^riesy conveni- 
encies> and comforts of this life, all that may 
be neceflfary for our fupport* and conduce to- 
eur refcefhraent. 

Bread being the chief fupport of life, is, 
by a figure very common with all, but more 
efpecially with the Scripture writers, fet to 
denote all the other various things requifite 
for that purpofe. By daily Bread here pray- 
ed for we are to underftand fuch a portion of 
thofe good things as may be fufiicient for the 
day being, which, confidering the weaknefs 
and mortality of our nature, is a great, nay 
acd a greater continuance^ than we can with 
certainty promife ourfelves in this life. 

But 
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But though the term of our life may pofli- 
bly extend no farther than the prefent day, 
yet as it may, for any thing that we can tell, 
be lengthened oat to many years, we are 
therefore taught to pray that this Bread may 
be given us this day> or, as faint Luke has it, 
day by day, a phrafe, according to Hebrew 
writers, fignifying the whole term of onr lives, 
that God would during our Being here, be it 
longer or fhorter, fupply us with fuch things 
as are neceffary for our well being here^ in 
fuch a manner, and in fuch proportions as he 
fliall fee moft conducive to our real benefit* 

This b the true purport of the petiUoUt 
and though fpirltutd good things are of the 
greateft moment, and confequeatly demand 
our chief concern, yet, let zeal without know- 
ledge pretend what it will, temporal good 
things demand^ and indeed deferve out reafon^ 
able attention,. 

It is abfolutely neceflary, that we IhouTd 
pray to the Author of our being for fucb* 

things 
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things as are neceflary to preferve It, forfuch 
things as reafon and fcripture nuke it our du- 
ty to feek, and which yet without his concur- 
rebce we fliould feek in vain ; that we fliouid 
pray in the words of our Lord^accordingto the 
fenie now given of them, for our daily bread, 
and in the language of our church, aft thofe 
things which are requifite and neceflary, as 
well for the hody as the fouL 

This petition is calculated to breed In us a 
thorough perfuafion of, and dependance up- 
on the providence of God in general, and par- 
ticularly *as it relates to the fupply of our 
wants. It naturally implies to us, that the 
fame God which at firft created, ftill governs 
and preferves the world, that no perfons are 
exempted from his jurifdidion, that the mod 
minute occurrences of life are at his difpo- 
fal, that without his blefling all our labours 
are ineffeSual, and the wifeft, moft induftri- 
ous, and careful man on earth, is not able 
without his concurrence to acquire even his 
daily bread. 

This 
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This is a leflfon, which many who are wife 
in their own conceit^ find it difficult to learn ; 
exalted in dignity and power, great in human 
knowledge and worldly wifdoait they ima« 
gine every thing to be within their own reach# 
there is nothing which they cannot do them-* 
felves of themfelvesy and therefore it ia unne* 
cefTary to have recourfe to Providence, and 
apply for the afliftance of foreign aid, when 
their own forces are fo amply fufficient to ac- 
^ complkfh all their defirei. 



It is this vain and prefumptuous way of 
thinking, which leads men into numberlefs 
mifcarriages, which induces them to defpifc 
the ufual afliftances of men, and to rejed their 
necefTary dependance upon God, which ren- 
ders them at length (when they experimen- 
tally find the vanity of human wifdom and 
the weaknefs of human ftrength) the con« 
tempt of the greater part of mankind, and 
the pity of the wifcr few, who will happily 
learn from their error and difappointment, to 

truft 



) 
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Iruft in the Lord with all their heart, and not 
to lean on their own underftanding. 

If we look into ourfelves with an impartial 
eye, we (hall eafily difcern the numberlefs 
things which we (land in need of in this 
world, and at the fame glance fee the impoflTi- 
bility of our acquiring them of ourfelves ; and 
fuch perfons, as feem the fartheft removed 
from thefe wants, who are bled with the 
greateft affluence, will find abundant reafon, 
when they confider the uncertainty of human 
afTairs, to diftruft their own profperous con- 
dition, and apply to Providence, who was 
the firft giver, to be the continuer alfo of 
thofe ble(rings, which are in themfelves fo 
uncertain, and always upon the wing. 

Man indeed, upon a fair review of him- 
felf, of his wants and wcaknefs, ought to ef- 
tecm it his greateft happinefs, that there is a 
refource above to which he may always be- 
take himfelf, that there is an overruling Pro- 
vidence in whom are centered infinite power, 
wifdom, and goodnefs, which are continually 
P difplaying 



158 SERMON VII. 

difplaying themfelves in the mod perfeS har- 
mony, and gracioufly co-operating for his 
good. 



Left to ourfelves, what miferable creatures 
fhould we be ? but happily for us we have a 
fupport much better than ourfelves, and where 
man fails, God flrengthens and fupports. 

Happy are we, would we but be wife 
enough to know, and humble enough to ac- 
Icnowledge it, in the afliftance of an almighty 
power, the dire6lion of an all-comprehending 
wifdom, the liberality of an all-fuftaining 
goodnefs. 

Here then is thy (lay O man, here is thy 
only folid dependance. Throw ofFthofe vain 
and deceitful dcpendanccs which arife from 
things tranfitory, repofe thyfclf upon thy 
Maker, and get thee to thy God right humb- 
ly. To him apply who is always ready to 
hear, and able to relieve thee ; on him de- 
pend, who will not, who cannot, deceive 

thee. 

Whether 
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W'liciiicr tho'.i tloil petition for tlic (^.()t.ii:i- 
mg o^ what thou wanted, or the continuance 
of what thou haft, for things of greater or 
Icfs confequence, whether matters of convc- 
nlency and comfort are the fubjeds of thy 
prayers, or in the humility of thine heart 
thou afkeft only for thy daily Bread literally 
underftood, be afl'urcd that if you pray as 
you ought, you fliall obtain what you pray 
for, if it is really for your good. 

And this leads me to confidcr, which I 
fliall makt the remaining bufinefs of this dif- 
courfe, what qualifications are requifite to 
fanSify our offering up of this petition, to 
render it acceptable in the fight of God, and 
procure an happy return to' iu 

The firft thing neceflary towards procur- 
ing what we want, is a proper ufe of what 
we have; and this petition doth naturally 
warn us againft the dangerous extremes of 
extravagance and avarice, and recommends 
to us that liberality on the one hand, which 
P 2 in 
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in oppofition to avarice, enables us to enjoy 
what we have, and that frugality on the other, 
which in oppofition to extravagance, ferves 
to render our enjoyments lafting. 



Vain and prefumptuous is it for man to ex- 
pert that the liberal hand of Providence will 
continue to fhower down bleffings upon him, 
which he ungratefully makes a bad ufe of, or 
not lefs ungratefully makes no ufe at all. In- 
ilances there are, and not a few in the world, 
of men, who feem to think that Providence 
is employed entirely for them, and that the 
chief bufmefs of the general fupporter of 
mankind is a particular attention to, and a 
conftant readincfs to furniili them with ma- 
terials to gratify their moft irregular inclina- 
tions; and fupport'thtrr. in their extravagan- 
cies; whilft others not lefs miftaken, cfteem 
themfelves moft jnflly entitljed to the favours 
of Providence, becaule they with great good 
ceconomy make no ufe of them at all ; have 
neither the heart to enjoy their riches them- 
felves, nor to communicate them to others. • 



^ 



The 
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The truth indeed is this ; both thefe ex- 
tremes are bad, both difqualify us from be- 
ing worthy repeaters of this petition, and cut 
off thofe hopes which we otherwife might 
reafonably entertain of oflFering it up with 
fuccefs. 



The extravagant man is guihy of prefump- 
tion, in daring to depend upon a continuance 
of thofe bleflings which he continually abuf- 
es ; and the covetous man> whilft he is fear- 
ful of ufing what he hath lead he fhould come 
to want, is guilty of that diftruft ip Provi- 
dence, which is contrary to the defign, and 
deftruSive of the foundation of this petition. 
In a word, thofe who ihew themfelves un- 
worthy of poffefling what they have, ihew 
themfelves unworthy alfo of obtaining what 
they aft. 



The next thing neceffary to render this 

petition fuccefsful, is moderation in our re- 

quefts. A great privilege it is, a real blef- 

P 3 fing> 
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fing, that God commands us to oflFer up> 
and promlfes to receive^ our prayers ; but 
great and ungrateful infolence furely it is in 
us, if we abufe that privilege, if we prefume 
upon that proraife fo far as to afk more than 
God hath given us warrant to expeS. 



Though the goodnefs of the divine nature 
is fuch, that he is wiUing to overlook our in- 
firmities, and put our fins far from us, tho* 
he hath gracioufly promifed to liftcn to our 
petitions, and grant our requefts, yet this pro- 
mi fe is made to us not abfolutely, but dill at 
the difcretion of his perfcA wifdom ; and 
greatly indeed is it to be feared» that if men 
were certainly to obtain what they prayed 
for, the efficacy of prayer would by the folly 
of man be turned into a curfe, inflead of 
proving a bleiling. 



Would men rightly confider, whereas in- 
deed great numbers of them never ;2onfider at 
all, they would eafily fee that prayer was ne- 
ver defigned as a means of gratifying ambiti- 

on> 
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)n, avarice, or fenfuality ; but of obtaining 
hofe real neceffaries, thofe material conve- 
liencies, thofe folid comforts, from an all- 
uftaining Providence, which nature requires, 
ind could not be happy without. The real 
vants, nay, and the reafonable comforts of 
■nan lye within a very fmall compafs. 



Hurried on by mad paflions indeed, and 
Forming vaft and vifionary fchemes, we mul- 
:iply, we aggcavate our wants, and of one 
real create a thoufand imaginary neceflities ; 
whereas Nature in herfelf, that is. Nature 
Fupported and direfted by Reafon, is content- 
ed with a little, and doth not require a great 
deal to give her that happinefs which flie is 
capable of in her prefent date. 

We deceive ourfelves therefore, if we 
imagine that this petition gives us an un- 
bounded right of aiking, in the extravagance 
of our hearts, for the delicacies and fuperflui- 
ties of life ; all that our Saviour warrants is 
our petitioning for the neceffaries and conve- 

nienciea 
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niencies of it ; for our daily bread, and that 
from day to day* 

But after all, after we have worked our- 
felves up to a proper pitch of confidence in 
the Providence of God, made a proper ufe 
of thofe good things which he hath already 
blefl us with, and regulated our defires for 
what we pray according to the dilates of 
reafon, ftill there remains fomething farther 
to be done; and an honeft induftry is requir- 
ed on our parts to make us worthy of God's 
aflTiftance. 



From fome pafTages in Scripture, miliin- 
derftood and wretchedly perverted, explain- 
ed in a manner contrary to reafon, and con- 
trary to other exprefs paflages in Scripture 
which can never be mifunder flood, there 
have not been wanting, and perhaps never 
will be wanting, men who would willingly 
talk induftry out of the world, and call lazi- 
nefs and indolence dependance upon Provi- 
dence ; who truly enthufiaft like, pretending 
to feck the kingdom of God, prefume that 
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all thefe things fhall be added unto them» 
without any care, any trouble on their fide. 
How contrary is this to reafon, to the cir- 
cumftances of the world, to the doSrine of 
Chriftianity ? The Scriptures do no where 
countenance a fupine throwing ourfelves up- 
on Providence, without any farther concern 
for ourfelves. 



We have no right to expeS a miracnlout 
interpofition in our behalf, to hope that we 
fhall be fed, as the Ifraelites, with food from 
Heaven, or think that our lands, like Gide- 
on's fleece, fliall be well- watered, whiKl all 
around us are dry and barren. Thefe are par- 
ticular vouchfafcments of Providence, and 
not to be expcftcd by us ; but when we do 
the bcfl: we can, when we acquit ourfelves 
like diligent, induftrious and provident men* 
then may we pray to God to crown our la- 
bours with fuccefs, then may we depend up- 
on him for our daily* bread, and live fecurely 
under his care and protedion, without per- 
plexing ourfelves with vain fears ; and all 
fears are vain, when we have fecured our- 
felves 
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fclves an intereft in the mod high, who is- 
always willing, always able to fupply our 
wants. 



To crown the reft, let us laftly add chari- 
ty. Senfible of our own wants, let us con- 
fider our brethren; and whiift we in this 
petition acknowledge our dependance upon 
Providence, let us in a more acceptable man- 
ner acknowledge it, by (hewing our regard to 
his creatures. All that we have, all that we 
hope for, we here refer to God, and ought 
in good reafon to beftow fome part of it in 
the manner which he hath appointed ; to 
deal out our bread to the hungry, and to con- 
fider the caufe of the poor; to be merciful to 
our brethren in proportion as God has been 
favourable to us* 

There is no one duty which is fo fiighly 
extolled in Scripture, and hath fo many pow- 
erful motives to enforce' it, as Charity; and 
if we expefl the continuance of the bleffings 
of Providence, the beft way to cnfure them 
is to be merciful as our Father is merciful. 

I 
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I would not be underftood to mean (mak- 
ing that a general which was only a particu- 
lar precept) that it is the duty of every rich 
man to fell all, and give to the poor, much 
lefs, according to the maxims of our infpired 
preachers, that it is the duty of the poor to 
fell all, and give to the rich ; fo far from it, 
that it is every man's duty to provide for his 
family, and Chriftianity doth not deftroy, 
but confirms the law of nature, and the rules 
of prudence. What is required of us is, not 
to deceive ourfelves, by fancying our neceffi- 
ties greater and our abilities lefs than they 
really are, but to follow at once the diSates 
of Prudence and Charity, not giving away 
fo much as to expofe ourfelves to future 
want, nor yet diftributing fo little, as to be 
unworthy petitioners to Providence, for the 
fupply of our own neceflities. 

Having thus feen the nature and extent of 
this petition, with the qualifications requifite 
to make our repeating of it acceptable to 
God, I fliall, according to the manner I have 

hitherto 
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cy to grant, that whatfoever we fincerely 
pray for, we may fuccefsfully obtain, what- 
foever we fuccefsfully obtain, we may happi- 
ly enjoy. 



Now to God the Father, &c. 
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Matthew vi. izth. 



And forgive us our dehts^ as we forgive 
our debtors. 



'i^&fi^fSk N thefe words are two things ob* 
fervable ; — the Petition — forgive 
us our debts,-^and the conditioD 
on which we a(k forgivencfs — at 
we forgive our debtors. Both thefe are fub- 
jeSs that greatly deferve our confideration-— 
the one as it affords the higheft inftance of 
God's goodnefs to the fons of men, the other 
as containing a motive to the forgivenefs of 
Q.3 w^ 
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our enemies, which is one of the hardefl of 
all ChriAian duties. 



I (hall therefore particularly confider thcm> 
and (hall (hew that the mercy and goodncfs 
of God, is remarkably difplaycd, by the per- 
mi(rion here given us to pray to him, for the 
forgivencfa ot our fms. 



The temporal bleflings which his Provi- 
dcncc difpenfes for the fupply of our wants, 
arc arguments indeed of great goodnefs to 
us, and defcrve our highell gratitude and 
love. But thcfc arc concerns of fmall mo- 
ment to us, in comparifon of thofe which 
look beyond the grave, and yield a profpeft 
of better things to come. 



For what would it avail us to be fupplied 
by his bounty with the neceflfaries of this 
prefent life, if our fins were to follow us 
in the next ? If the fms and offences of our 
youth and old age were regiftered and trea- 
(urcd up againft us, if no ad of oblivion 

was 
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was to pafs on our adions^ no pardon grant- 
ed> no method of atonement appointed to 
blot out our fins, no aflurance that our 
prayers (hall be heard, no diredion to aik» 
that our debts may be forgiven as we for- 
give our debtors, we fhould as the Apo- 
ftle fays, all have been concluded under 
(in, and confequently under punilhment ; 
our condemnation had been fure, our fen- 
tence irreverfible, and the blefTings and con- 
venlencies we at prefent enjoy, would only 
have ferved to make eafy our pafTage to a 
ftate of everlaflLng mifery ; and who could 
be fo fond of a (hort momentary life, as 
to value It upon fuch terms as thefe ? 

It is the glorious profpefl we have be- 
fore us, the certainty that if we are not 
wanting to ourfelves we may work out our 
own falvation, and obtain by the fatisfac- 
tion of our Saviour, what we were not 
able to fecure for ourfelves ; the means of 
forgivenefs are placed in our own hands, 
and therefore it will be our own faults if 
we mifcarry. 

And 
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And when we confider the wretched flate 
we were in before Chrift undertook our ran- 
fom, the neceflity of finning, the certainty 
of our punifhmenty and how little reafon 
there was for God to accept of a fatisfac- 
tion and reconcile us to himfelf, we cannot 
but efteem it a wonderful inftance of God's 
goodnefs that he was pleafed to provide a 
remedy, and point out a method by which 
Mercy might take place, and yet Juflice 
be fully fatisfied. 

The ufe therefore that we ought to 
make of this amazing goodnefs, is firfl: to 
refled with gratitude, to acknowledge the 
fcnfe we have of our unworthinefs to re- 
ceive it, and the utter impoffibility of our 
obtaining mercy without the free grace of 
God- 



As there was nothing in our power to 
influence God to (hew us mercy, as there 
was no fatisfadion but the blood of our 
Redeemer that could confiftently with God's 
juftice^ be accepted by him^ our condition 

was 



) 
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was quite defperate ; and no one .could 
have expeSed, that God himfelf ihould 
fi*bniit to pay the ranfom for us, or indeed 
that it was pofGble to unite the divine na- 
ture in fuch a manner to our iinfui flelh, 
that as man had finned fo man fhould fuf- 
fer ; and yet that his fufFerings by virtue of 
that Union, fliould be a full, perfeS, and 
fufficient facrifice, though . impoflible for 
mere man to make it. 



But thus it was ordered ; thus was God 
fatisfied, and Man redeemed from mifery. 
And he who is not afFe6ied by fuch bene- 
fits as thcfe, who can refleft on them with- 
out love and gratitude, as he certainly will, 
fo lie well deferves to lofe them, fince, not- 
with (landing Chr^ft's fuffcrings, his portion 
will be no better for them. 

And this leads me to obfcrve another ufe 
we ought to make of God's goodnefs thus 
manifefted to us, which is, that we labour 
to fecure the bleflings thus purchafed for 
us by the blood of Chrift. It is true, there 

is 



> 
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is now no other facrifice required by God, 
but the Blood of our Redeemer, who was 
wounded for our tranfgreffions, was bruifed 
for our iniquities ; the chaftifement of our 
peace was upon him^ and by his ftripes wer« 
we healed. 



But we are not fo healed and recovered, 
as to be in no'danger of relapfmg ; we are 
not fo refcued from the bondage of fm, as 
to be perfeaiy fecurc of God's favour for 
the future.* 

The Chriftian life is a ftate of trial and 
conflid; he who bought us with a price 
hath a right to our Obedience, and when he 
exempted us from the puniftiment of our 
fins, he required us to forfake them, to ab- 
ftain from all wilful, and premeditated of- 
fences, and to repent of thofe mifcarriages, 
which through the frailty and infirmity of our 
nature are unavoidable ; above all to pray to 
God for mercy and forgivenefs, and in or- 
der to obtain it, to be ready to forgive o- 
thers J as Chrift hath taught us, forgive us 

our 
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our debts as we forgive our debtors. So 
that to foiigiye thofe that trefpafs againft uSf 
is a neceOary condition without which we 
cannot pray for the focgivenefs of our own 
trefi^fies. 



Since then it is a nuitter of fo much 
confeqnence to our happinefs^ and a dutjt 
which if we nuy judge from the pradice 
of mankinds is one of the moft difficult of 
any our religion requires, I fhall make it 
my bufinefs to confider it more particu- 
larly- 

In order to come to a full knowledge of 
thefe words, we mud firft enquire in what 
extent they are to be underftood ; for in 
the fame extent that we pray to be forgiv- 
en, it is our duty to forgive. 

Now when we pray to God to forgive us 

'our trefpafles, we do not only mean that 

he (hall not punifli us for them^ but alfo 

that he ihould reftore us to the fame de-* 

grec 
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gree of love and favour that we ftood in be- 
fore we finned, that he would extend the 
goodnefs of his Providence to us, and vouch- 
£ife us both temporal and eternal bicilings. 



Of what great importance it is to us to 
be thus reftored to God^s favour is cfcvi- 
ous to any one ; but there is one conditioii 
annexed to it which is to be feared does 
fometUnes prevent men from attempting itf 
and this is the forgivenefs of our enemies ; 
by which we are not to underftand the mere 
abftaining from hurting them> but alio the 
feeking every opportunity to do them good. 

We ought according to our Saviour's com- 
mand to love our enemies, blefs them that 
curfe usj do good to them that hate us, and 
pray for them which defpiiefully ufe and 
perfecute us. This is the defcription that 
our Saviour gives us of this duty, and the 
gVeateft objeftion againft the pradice of it 
arifes from the vaft difficulty that is fiippofed 
to attend it. 

Many 
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Many have gone fo far as to Uj it might 
be performed by an holy Apoftle or perfed; 
Saviourf but was without . the reach of a 
common Chriflian ; and mdeed in our pre- 
fent circumftancesy the corruption of our 
nature^ the violence of our paflions^ and the 
tniftaken notions of the world confideredy it 
is of all Chriftian duties by far the moft dif* 
ficult to perform. 

But fmce God has made It the condition 
upon which we are to expeft forgiyenefs, 
it is abfolutely neceflary for us to perform 
it, before we can have any title to the pro- 

mlfe; for ao our Sa'rioui ttfluic UJif if ye for- 
give men their trefpafles, your heavenly Fa- 
ther will alfo forgive you ; but if ye forgive 
not men their trefpafles, neither will your 
heavenly Father forgive your trefpaffes. 

If we confider in how much greater a 

degree we have offended againft God, than 

it is poflible for any one to offend againft 

U9> we ihall foon fee the reafonablenefs of 

R performing 
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performing the condition for the reward an- 
sexed to it. 



The hopes of having our fint pardoned^ 
and obtaining eternal falvation (hould cer« 
tainly appear of fuch value in our fightf^ 
as no labour however hard» no ta(k however 
difficult Ihoiild deter us from fuch great ex- 
peSationsy much lefs fhould the reaibnable 
duty of doing as we would be done hjf of 
forgiving others that we ourfelves may obtain 
forgivenefs. 

If God is willing to remit to us a debt 
of fo va/l flmniinf iis f-en thoufanH talentSf 
fliall we with the wicked fervant in the 
Cofpelf rigoroufly exad from a fellow fer- 
vant the payment of an hundred pence ? 
Should we not alio have coropafEon on oar 
fellow fervants even as God has pity on us ? 



There are many motives to enforce the 
forgivenefs of injuries befides this# and one 
Off thefe i8» that it ii an a^ion truly great 

and 
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and honourable. Whatever advantages an 
hig^ and revengeful fpirit may have in the 
eyes- of the worlds and however mean it 
may be efteemed to put up and forgive inju- 
rieSf Religion teaches us a quite different 
leflbn. 

It inftruds us that nothing can be truly 
honourable,, which is not truly good, that 
nothing can be truly ^od which is not a- 
greeable to the will of God ; *aiid that no-» 
thing can be agreeable to the will of God 
which is contrary to the laws his blefled 
Son has given us in the Gofpel ; and thefe 
prefcribe to us to be meek as he is meek, and 
lowly as he is lowly. 



But to defcend from Religion to the opi- 
nion of the world. If there is«ny honour 
in gaining a viSory, then is the forgivenefs 
of injuries truly honourable. 



It places us in eminence above our ene- 
my, it gives us an invincible fuperiority over 
him, it makes us proof againft all his devices, 
R z and 
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and unhurt by all his attacks ; wc either 
make him our friend , or convince mankind 
that he ought not to be our enemy ; we ei- 
ther deprive him. of the inclination to pre- 
judice us, or fubjea him to the contempt of 
all good men if he perfeveres in it ; and at 
the fame time that we make known the 
meeknefs of our difpofition by forgiving his 
ill offices, we approve our refolution by 
not attending to the confequences of his 
anger. 

If our enemy is worth the gaining, For- 
givenefs is the beft and mofl approved me- 
thod to accomplifli that end ; if he is not, 
Forgivenefs is the beft method of pnnifliing 
him, as it ferves moft efTcdtually to difap- 
point his aim, to (hew that his malice can^ 
not reach ms^ and to gall him with that 
thought which men can leaft bear, that we 
hold him in contempt^ and think hini beneath 
our notice. 



A falfe notion of honour may reprefcnt 
to us the conquering of an enemy as a great 

and 
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and glonous aSion ; but true reafon wiii tell 
us, that -to conquer ourfelves^ and forgive 
an enemyt is much more great, and, as it 
is more difBcultf more honourable likewife* 
This is indeed a fpecies of honour which 
will fcarce find its way into the breaft of a 
Hero, and meet with a favourable reception 
from thofe who call ra(hnefs courage, and 
difgrace the name of Honour by applying it 
improperly. Confider the pre'fent accepta- 
tion of that word ; we might imagine that ' 
it was the fworn foe of Horiefty, Reafon^ 
and Religion, inftead of being the genuine 
offspring of them all. 



A modern Man of ftonour (as He calls 
himfelf, and as the World will be complai- 
fant enough to call him) Jives to PafTion, and 
not to Reafon ; He lives in a conftant fubjec- 
tion to the opinions of others, no? for a mo- 
ment fufFers himfelf to have an opinion of his 
own ; he takes things upon truft from thofe 
whom he ought leaft to depend upon ; he 
fears (hame more than guilt, the imputation 
of crimes more than being criminal ; he 
R 3 tren^bles 
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trembles at reproach (though undeferved) 
snore than at danger^ or even de^th, and 
prides himfelf on his courage at the very in- 
ftant that he gives the ftrongeft proof of his 
being a Coward. 



To revenge, even in what we mifcall an 
honourable way, is an effort which many a 
Coward hath againfl his nature forced him- 
felf to make, but we cannot meet with a 
fingle inftance where he could induce himfelf 
to forgive. 

This is a ta(k left for men of great and ge- 
nerous difpofitions, for men who are as much 
above fearing, as doing ill, for men who 
have a true fenfe of Honour, and, in con- 
fcquence thereof, doing every thing which 
They ought to do, fear nothing but what 
They ought to fear. 



Another, and no weak motive to the for- 
givenefs of our enemies, is that quiet, and 
fatisfa3ion of mind which naturally refuks 

from 
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from it. The man of a revengeful fpirit 
lives in a perpetual ftorm, he is his own 
tormentor, and his guilt of courfe becomes 
his punifliment. 



Thofe paflions, which prompt him to 
wreek his vengeance on his enemies, war 
againft his own foul, and are inconfident 
with his peace. Whether he is at home or 
abroad, alone or in company. They ftill ad- 
here to him, and engrofs his thoughts ; and 
Providence hath with the greateft reafon or- 
dained, that whofoever meditates againft the 
peace of another fliall, even in the defignt 
lofc his own. 



The thoughts of Revenge break in upon 
his mod ferious and important bufinefs, em- 
biter his mod rational entertainments, and 
forbid him to relifh any of thofe good things 
which God hath placed within his reach ; 
ever intent on the contrivance of mifchiefy 
or engaged in the execution, mortified with 
difappointments, or, his defigns accomplifh- 
ed^ tortured with refledion, he lives the 

life 
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life of a devil here on earthj and carries 
about a hell in his own breaft. 



Whereas the meek man, who lives in a 
conftant courfe of good will to all, '^ho 
gives no man caufe to be his enemy, and 
dares to forgive thofe who are fb without a 
caufe, hath a conftant fpring of pleafure in 
himfelf ; let what will happen from without^ 
he is fure of peace within. 



So far from being afraid to converfc 
with himfelf, he feeks and is happy in the 
opportunity of doing it, and meets with no- 
thing in his own bread but what encourages 
him to keep up and cherifh that acquaint- 
ance. 

The Paflions which he finds there, in- 
ftead of being tyrants, are fervants ; he 
knows the danger of obeying, and the im- 
pofTibility of rooting them out ; and, whilft 
he forbids them to aflume an undue influ- 
ence. 



> 
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cnc€, makes them the inftruments of pro- 
moting his happinefs. 



Happy in himfelf, he is eafy to all ; he i* 
a friend to mankind in general^ and not an 
enemy even to thofe who hate him ; doth a 
momentary thought of revenge arife in his 
mind he fupprefles it ; if on no other confi- 
derations^ for his own fake ; this he knows 
to be his duty, and this he finds to be his 
pleafure ; bfeft with thofe feelings, whicfr 
(hall not leave him at the grave, he imi- 
tates the Deity in benevolence, and obtains, 
as far as mortals can obtain^' the hap« 
pinefs of the Deity in return. 



Lead thefe confiderations prove ineffec*^ 
tual, let me add the neceffity we lie under 
of forgivbg our enemies, or of relinquifh- 
ing all hopes of being forgiven. There is 
no alternative. 



Wc, 
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We mud do it> or refign all pretcnfibni 
to the beti€fiti of ChrlA^i paflion. 



Though the performance of thit dbty a- 
lone will not entitle us to the forgivenefs 
of our fins ; yet this we are moft fpecially 
intruded in> that the performance of all 
other dutieSf without this, will be of ne 
avail. 



The diflicultyi attending this work, in- 
flead of taking off our attention, ought to 
double it^ and quicken our endeavours ; 
That it is neceflary to be done, the Scrip- 
tures inform us, and therefore it muft be 
undertaken ;. That it is difficult to be done, 
our own feelings inform us, and therefore 
it ihould be undertaken with fpirit ; That 
it is not impoflTible to be done, and that we 
may accomplifh it if we will, the very en- 
joinment of the duty implies ; That, when 
accoroplifhed, we fhall not lofe our reward, 

the 
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the Confiderations I have already mention- 
edf with our own obfervatioh and experi* 
ence^ will happily evince. 



Now to Cod the Father tec 
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Matthew vi, 13th. 



And had us not into tempt at ion^ but deli- 
ver us from evil. 



}^'^^^^ll\^ Pflition confifts of two parts ; 
^ T ?jf^ ^^^ one> lead us not into tcmpta- 



k^^jrf 



tlon> the other, but deKver us 



from evil. For the more parti- 
cular underftanding the former part, it will 
be proper to remove fuch acceptation^ of the 
word temptation^ as are not intended in the 
ufe of this Petition : and fince it is here fup- 
S 2 pofed 
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pofed that God may lead a man into tempta^ 
Hon, I will confider in what fenfe tbstt tAult 
be underftood in this place. 



A man may be faid to lead another into 
temptation, when he entices him to fin, or 
by any argument, art, or violence, perfu- 
ades or compels hihi to it. But we arc not 
to undcrdand any thing of this nature on 
God*s part — for in this fenfe, God tempts no 
,man. He neither defigns, or lays any trap 
or fnares, to make meh fin : he purpofes 
.nothing to their hopes or fears, to deceivej 
allure, or fright them into fin ; nor does 
he -by slny impulfe on their minds, incline 
or neceffitate them to iin ; to conceive fucK 
things as thefe of God, would be the higheQ 
impiety. 

Again, To tempt a man may fignffy in, 
general to prove and try him, whether he 
will faithfully difcharge his duty, and antwer 
Unother's expedation of him, or not. In 
this fenfe, it is certain, God tempts every 
m^n ; that is, be gives him occkiions and op- 
portunities 
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portunities of performing, or refufing to do 
hi$ duty. Thus the laws of God to mankind 
in general, or to Chriftians in particular, the 
former by Nature, the latter by Revelation, 
are temptations or trials of our obedience, 
whether we will obferve them or not ; and 
in regard that the circumftances of men are 
very various, and that they have refpeSive 
duties to he performed, therefore every man's 
particular, condition of life, his honour or 
tneannefs, his wealth or poverty, his autho- 
rity or fubje3ion, his fingle or married date, 
his temper and conftitution of body, his health 
or ficknefs, his calling and profefllon, in a 
word, his condition in life, with refpe£l to 
circumftances of this nature, which are infi- 
nite, is a temptation or trial, whether he will 
live up to the general rules of his religion, 
and perform that duty which his place, rela^ 
tion and peculiar intereft in the world, re- 
quire of him. In this fenie then, every man 
is led into teniptatioa; that is, he hath the 
general rules of religion to obferve, and the 
particular duties proper to his place and con- 
dition tp perform. And God who requires 
thefe, and by whofe providence men are 
S3 put. 
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put into ftich circuisftances, nny fo far be 
fiid to lead a man into Temptation. But as 
crery man in this fenfe, i8» and nnift be tempt- 
#d> this cannot be the meaning of the words> 
when we pray 9 not to be led into Temptation. 
By Temptation we may here aMb underftand> 
thofe hazardous trials with which God is 
pleafed fometimes to prove good» and punHh 
wicked men. So that God may be faid to 
lead a man into Temptation^ when he per- 
'^its fome extraordinary accident to hefal 
him, in order to try his fincerity. It is im- 
poflible to mention the various kinds of 
Temptation to which we are Uable» and 
perhaps it would be very hard for any man 
to declare which Temptation he could beft 
refift, or which would be moft difficult to 
him. We are fo ignorant of ourfelves^ in 
things of this nature, that we know not what 
trial we can beft encounter ; therefore, we 
ought to leave the petition to God in general^ 
as our Saviour hath here taught us, namely 
that God would not lead us into Temptation* 
or that he would keep thofe Temptations from 
us, which he, who beft knows our make and 
frame, by his infinite wifdom fees will moft 

endanger us 

Having 
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Having thns confidered the firft part of this 
petition, I proceed to the fecond. 

But deliver ns from evif : wWch fignifies 
the fame} and fomething more than the for- 
mer. The fame, as including deliverance 
from great and dangerous temptations ; but 
more* as the evil is greater to fall under 
Temptations, than only to be tempted. If 
confidered in the former fenfe, it implies 
God's providence in allotting us fuch a por- 
tion in this life* as he fees is beft for our fpi- 
ritual eftate, and in removing from^ us what-^^ 
ever he knows to be inconfiftent therewith. 
It is alfo to be underilood of thofe' innumer- 
able methods of Providence, by which God 
keeps men from fnndry temptations that 
would befat them, if he did not interpofe to 
prevent them. Taking it in the latter fenfe» 
as keeping us from being overcome by temp- 
tations when they happen, then the petition 
means, the good providence of God widi- 
out us, and the motions and operations of 
his holy Spirit within us, whereby he fup- 
ports and preferves thofe who in time of their 
trials truft in him. God delivers us by his 
outward providencesi and which are very con* 

fiderab!e> 
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{iderable; fometimes by the good examples 
of others labouring under the fame circum- 
ftances, fometimes by the faithful advice of 
a friendy the feafonable prefence of a good 
.man> a fudden change in our fortunes* and 
divers unforefeen accidents^ cafual indeed to 
us, hut purpofely oridered by the wife difpo- 
fal of God,, to prevent our being led away 
by Temptations that aflault us ; therefore, 
in this prayer, we commit our/blvos to the 
good. Providence of God, that he would (HU 
continue to preCerve us by fuch ways as to 
his wifdom feems moft requifite.. By the 
operations of his holy fpirit within us, he 
delivers.; us,. from evil under Temptation^ 
when he reprefents to us the reafons of our 
duty, and (Irongly imprefTes them on. our 
minds ; whereby good men hav« been- often 
refcued from their paiTions, and kept from 
falling when on the brink of danger. There- 
fore, in this prayer we intreat God not to 
caft us away from his prefence, nor take his 
holy fpirit from us, that he would not forfake 
us when we are in the greateft danger o£ for- 
!getting him, but that his grace may prevent 
us from yielding to any Temptation, whe- 
ther fuddtn* violent, or long, that fo we may 

never 



S E R M O N IX. 201 

never be tempted above what we are able 
to bear. 



I (hall now offer fome confiderations that 
0iould make us in good earned pray againft 
Temptations, that they may not overcome 
us, nor draw us iiito fin. 

Firil, let us confider the great confe- 
quence of being, overcome by Temptations. 

If we are prevailed on to t€t contrary to* 
our duty, the bed end we can make is a for- 
rowful repentance ; and which if fincere, 
brings abundantly more trouble^ than the 
tranfitory enjoyment and fatisftidbn of the 
mod pleafing fin. The advantage gained 
by confenting to a Temptation, is gone long 
before we come to repent. Revenge is no 
longer fweet, than while the pafiion of ma« 
lice lads, and what a man acquires unjudly, 
mud be redored the moment true repentance 
begins. So that it is evidently neceflary for 
our own eafe and quiet, not to enter inta 
Temptation, or fall by it, though we diould 
repent and reform> which is the bed end we 

can 
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oan promiTe ourfelves ; but if we fuppofe thr 
wordy that a man grows more eafy to his 
fins, and more readily yields to the Devil's 
fuggeflions, fo as to fill up the meafure of his 
iniquity, what follows ? nothing lefs than fire 
unquenchable. If then we are concerned 
for the end, if we fear the dreadful fentencc 
of everiaftlng mifery, we have need, great 
need to pray. Lord, lead us not into Tempta* 
tion, bat deliver us from Evih 



The great difficulty of refitting Tempta- 
-tions, is another reafbn for our ufing this 
petition in good earneft. For if we confider 
the variety and number of Temptations, we 
(hall find no age, calling, or condition of 
life, no conftitution of body or mind, totally 
free from-alt Temptations. 

Youth is foUicited by pleafure and wau*- 
tcnnefs; riper years by the cares and pride 
of life ; old age by difcontent and (piteful* 
nefs, and, to the admiration of all coofider- 
ate perfons, by fenfelefs covetoufnefs« A 
calling gives an opportunity for dlihoncfty 
and hard-dealing, griping and oppreflions» 
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;fliid adminifters Temptations to falfehood and 
lying. A free fanguine temper is apt to run 
into improprieties^ and good natare rnto de- 
bauchery ; a refervcd difpofition into fullen- 
nefs and difcontent ; fo that every conftitu- 
tion bath its incident danger. If we con- 
i^erfe with our friends^ we are in danger of 
being fiattered> if with our enemies* of in- 
creafing mahce and revenge. Commendati- 
on is apt to make us vaiiij reproof angry, 
reproach and contempt to fill us with ha- 
tred. If one hath more wealth, honour, 
beauty, or refped than another, he is ready 
to be elated with pride $ or if he fees himfelf 
herdn excelled by any, that Is a Temptation 
to envy* 

If we live in eafe and plenty, we are in 
danger of falling into floth and idlenefs ; if 
we have much to do, then contention, pee- 
viihnefs, and all the vices incident to bufi- 
nefs, lie in wait to aflault us. It is hard to 
bear (icknefs after long health, and to fall 
from wealth into poverty, or take up the 
crofs. As in a fuffering condition, there are 
Temptations which naturally arife, and the 
change itfelf is a very fevere onCf fo when a 



804 S E R M O N IX. 

man unexpefkedly comes into profperitj> lux^ 
ury and waotoanefs* pride and forj^^tfulnefs 
of God» wiU thea more eafily befet hiin« 



In a word> we are expofed to the danger 
of divers fins and lufts, each of which ha* 
feveral Temptations^ and the one often makes 
the other flronger. Being then thus bcfet 
with d«ngersy it behoves vs not only to he 
-very 'circnmrpefit,. but to pray alfo» Lordi 
fave us, or we peri(h. 

The frequency of Temptations^ is dlfp 
another argument to prove the neceffi^ of 
conftant prayer. The Temptation (oay b^ 
changedj but is never quite removed. Whilft 
we are in the world we are ftlll on trial and 
duty. We have many enemies near at bandf 
always bufy and urgent upon us, fo ^bat we 
had need to watch and pray. A man's Mtble is 
a fnare to him» his wealth ftn occafion of idl- 
ing ; he is often betrayed into excefs, when 
he fufpeds no danger ; if full of buSn^fsj b^ 
is expofed to irrcligion* covetoufnefs, and an- 
ger ; if inclined to company^ he is eaQly fe- 
duced to evil fp^a^ipjg ; be. bajib hi^ ^nijgue 

■ ta 
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to bridle» his appetites and paflions to nia« 
nage» and to prefenre himfelf from the temp* 
tations of foolMh mirth> uncharitable cen« 
furesy and all the vices of conver&tion. 

Laftly» we have our own depraved nature to 
finiggle with. Our outward fenfes are ever rea- 
dy to let m Temptation^ our imagination to en* 
tertain itf and our reafon not ftrong enough to 
refift it. We are alfo befet with a fubtle and 
malicious adverfary^ who goeth about like a 
roaring lion> feeking whom he may devour ; 
his approaches are fly and imperceptible ; he 
is bufy about us» when we think not of him. 
We are doing bis work and confenting to his 
fuggeftions, when we only fuppofe ourfelves 
to be gratifying an unreafonable appetite^ 
to pleafe a companion, or falfe friend. Oa 
all thefe accounts then» it behoves us to 
pray ia good eiriieft^ that we may not be 
led into Temptation^ but delivered from 
Evil ; and this brings me to obferve^ laftly, 
what' qualifications are neceflary to make us 
fincere in praying to be delivered from Temp- 
tation. And thefe are, to have a modeft and 
humble opinion of ourfelves, to be fenlible of 
the dangers, difficulties, and our own inablUt^ 
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to prevail againft them, without the fpecial 
grace of God. W« muft alfo have a firm be- 
lief and truft in the grace and providence of 
God, acknowledging tliat he governs and 
over-rules all things ; that the courfe of this 
world is not merely conduced by natural 
caufes, and the free-will of man; but that 
God always can, and fometimes does inter-' 
pofe, to alter the courfe of naturie/ and the' 
inclinations of free agents, for the benefit of 
the good, and the punifhrnent of the wicked. 

Ladly, we snuft be moft willing and deftr- 
ous to keep innocence, and to do the thing 
that is right ; otherwife we do not, in ^ood 
earnefl, defire the concurrence of God's pro- 
vidence and grace to this purpofe. And this 
our fincerity we (hould exprefs by a general 
care of doing all we can to contribute towards 
it ; more particularly in not encouraging evil 
thoughts and imaginatbns, which ;Lend to 
corrupt our wills and affefibions, 4fid to make 
them break out into praSice, He that plays 
with wanton, ambitious, qt covetous fancies, 
is acting for the Devil againft himfelf. To 
he often thinking on the riches and advant- 
ages of another, is the beginning of cnvy- 
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We are therefore to watch and pray^that ,wc 
enter not into Tcmptationf and the man wha 
will not watch over himfdf, i$ not fit to pray 
that God would ws^tch over him. 



We muft alfo be careful to avoid all Temp« 
tatiop to fm as nrrach as poflibte^ and every 
thing that will make our dtity difficult. If 
we'4D not ourfelvei* carcfuUy avoid Tempta- 
tioD, hO;W can we defire.' God to keep us 
from it. Every man (hould: confider in what 
inftances he is moft likely to be tempted. 
This» upon ail examioatio;i of our paft.a£li- 
ons we may* eafily find. ' P6r it we are igno- 
rant of our own temper, yet we may eafily 
know what our pra£lice has been, and from 
thence learn what thofe temptations and oc- 
cafions of fin are, which we ihould princi- 
pally Ihun. To reflefl on our pad converfa- 
tion, cannot indeed undo what has happened, 
but it may prevent the like for the future, 
by rendering us more cautious and vigilant. 
Apd)ie who, doth not ferioufly endeavour to 
know his gre^fi danger, and how to avoid 
it, fpeaks words at random, when he defires 
God to deliver him from Temptation. 

T a '^^ 
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To conclude ; in all the prayers we ofier 
to God for any blefling or good thing. in be« 
half of ourfelves or others^ it is thereby im- 
plied that we promife God to contribute all 
that we can towards their being eJSFeded ; and 
therefore, if we do not perform what we fo 
promife, our prayer b no better than that of 
an hypocrite; whereas if wedo^ we may reft 
affured, that God will noit fuffer us to be 
tempted above that we are able to bear, but 
that, with the Temptation^ he will alfo 
make a way for Os to efcape. 

Kow to God the Father^ &:c. 
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jFbr iSine k ibc king^mh and tbepower^ 
and fbt ghrjt fw fvcr and cver^ 
Amen. • 




^, iAVlNG finiflied wliat I in* 

S>i2^.VP^^.^^^^^ former put of tlii| 
j^jg^S lAfti^i Pnqrer, I am now b dif. 
*^*** courfe on Uie Condiifion» which 
contuns firftf a doxolbgy^ or folemnj^ving 
glory to God| thiite is the kingdom^ and the 
power, and the glory for ever ; and fecond- 
ly> an exprei&on of our fiiU approbation oft 
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and hearty confent to the whole prayer, in 
tho word. Amen.: I'(kaU[ *^ereftire-explaiii 
the meaning of tl^efe words* and fliew what, 
lenie we ought to have in our minds, wheH- 
we ezprefs them ; and theii obferyc what du-*- 
^es we may learnji and.{^ti ii^trudfid in> hy^^ 
the ufe thereofT 



The& words ma/ be;uiideii^od<as .% re- 
cognition and acknowledgment of the great- 
nets and majefty of God, and may be thus 
paraphrafed. We heartily acknowledge thy 
fupreme dominion c^rer us, and the;whok 
trorTd; we adore' and worihip tlicc as the 
great Ring, the Sovfreigh Lord of^ all.' "We 
alfo humbly admire and praife that' iii£uute 
power, whereby thou governed the world, 
r and ordered all the affairs of it according to 
thine own pleafurei and ,wf jgivo; thfe^.^e 
^fory'of tliy Grcatnefsaijcf I^o^prp 4it k^yi^ 
good thou dod to any, efjpeciafiy 4^r' whkf 
thou bedowed on us:, and ladly, wie:.^erelQr 
acknowledge that God is unchangeable, tha^ 
he ever was, and will bc^ a& grefjt pojsrcf- 
fill, and glorious >s.hc now.is, \>ei)ig. in^ff I 

*' "':* ' " '^V' '"'."'.*■' isi 
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\y and eternally the fame^ yefterday> to-day 
and for ever. 



We may alfo underftand thefe words as 
alTigning fome reafons inducing us to afk^ and 
God to grant us our feveral requefts ; and the 
connexion between thefe words, and the fore- 
going petition by the word For, feems to fa* 
vour this interpretation. And then the full 
fenfe that we ought to have in our mindsf 
when we fay this Conclufion of the Lord's 
Prayer, will be thus. 

And having now offered up our Petitions 
for what we want, it is but fit that we (hould 
alfo render thee our praife and thanks for 
what wt have received. We therefore ac* 
knowledge that thou art a great Kingt whom 
we ought to worfliip with the loweft reve* 
rence, and that thy Power is infinite to grant 
what we have requefted. We confefs that 
thy GI017 is above alU and humbly defire 
tliat thou mayeft be glorified in all things. 
Laftlyt we acknowledge, that thy kingdom^ 
power, and glory are for evert eternal and 
inounutable ; and therefoi^ wt V\\\^ ^v t&. 
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tknesi put our whole trull in thce^ becaufe 
thou canfl; never fail ut» 



From this form of praife being added by 
our Lord, to that form of Prayer which he 
hath taught us to ufe» we may learn, that it 
is always our duty to join to our prayers for 
what we want, our praifes and thankfglvings 
alfo for the mercies that we have received, 
with joyful acknowledgments of his majefty, 
^reatnefs and bounty; that we Ihould pray 
without ceafing, and in every thing give 
thanks, and by prayer and fupplication with 
thankfgiving let ottr rcquefts be made known 
unto God. And in particular from the &v(k 
claufe of this doxology, for thine is the king- 
dom, we are reminded that it is our duty ia 
all things to fubmit to the will of God, and 
to refign ourfelves to his difpofaU he haying 
Ibvereign dominion over alU 

From the f^cond claufe- of iu thine is the 
power, we (hould learn it is our duty, in all 
ftraits and difficutttes to apply for bis grace to 
Kelp, direft and fupport us, aiid in all dun 
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dangers and wants to rely on his Almighty 
Power^ to relieve and -deliver us. 



From the third claufe of it, thbe is the 
g1ory» we are taught to dired all our adions 
to his Gloryt to whom we here acknowledge 
that all Glory is due. According to the 
Apoftle therefore! whether ye eat or drink> 
or whatfoever ye -do^ do $i\ to the Glory of 
God. 



Laftly^ from that eternity which we here 
acknowledge in all the divine attributes and 
perfedions^ we are taught to worihip God 
continually^ to praife him evermore, and to 
igive divine honours to none beiidesliiin ; be- 
caufe he is God from everlafting to everlaft- 
ing> the only God^ and will not give his Glory 
to another. 



As to the -word Amen, it fignifies verily» 
trulyj or the like; i phrafe often ufed by our 
Saviour at the beginning of his fpeeches, to 
engage the attention of his hearers to what 
he was^oing to fay. This being the jproper 

ineaninf^ 
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meaning of the word Amen^ the defign of 
adding it at the conclufion of any difcourfe, is 
to affirm what had been before faidy therebj 
declaring our approbation and confent there- 
to. Thus when we repeat the Creeds we 
fay Amen ; where it fignifies fo it ist this ia 
the true Faith* or all this I ftedfiiftly believeu 
And in like manner is the word ufed* in thm 
Commination ordered to be read on the firft 
day of Lent. 

When we fay Amen at the end of the 
Creed, or any profeflion of our belief^ it 
means the fame as if we repeated over again 
all that profSeflbn of our Fadth» wluch we had 
before made in feveral words and fentencesy 
and b a fireih declaration of our confent to 
fuch articles of our belief. But when the 
word Amen» is joined to the end of a Pray- 
er> as here, it then means to ezprefs our wilh 
and defires that what we have requefted may 
be granted. Thus when our Lord faid, fure- 
lylam come quickly, the Apoftle immedi* 
ately adds. Amen, even fo, come Lord }e- 
fus ; that is, may it be as thou haft promifed ^ 
and of the like ufe is this wordiyben^added at 
the end of thofe benedidions, wherewith moft 
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of the Epiftles in the New Teftament are 
condoded 



If therefore a Prajrer is faid by one, and 
Ametf added to it, is faid hy another^ as if 
common in our public prayersj where the 
minifter only fpeaks^ and the people fay 
Amen» then it fignifies their confent to* and 
concurrence with the whole prayer uttered 
by the mipifter ; and is the fame as when in 
the Litany we befeech God to hear us ; but 
if Amen b laid by the fame perfon who fpeaka 
the Prayer^ as when we add it to our private 
devotions* then Amen is a repitition in one 
wordy of all that has been before faid in the 
Prayer; 'tis a firefh breathing forth of all 
thofe pious defires and aflfedions of the mihdf 
that had been before more largely exprefled. 
Thus much for the meaning of the word 
Amen. 



And as we are here taught by our Lord 
himfelf to add this word at the end of our 
prayert| to teftify our confent theretOf it 
from hence plainly appears* that all public 
prayers ought to be ezprcflcd ia CucbL^Vaa^ 
\3 tpa=^ 
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guage and ftilCf as that all may uoderftaivi 
them ; or otherwire they cannot Ay Aoien» 
as it means their approving of, and giving a 
rational confent thereto. It is therefore high- 
ly expedient, nay, abfolutely neceflary for 
the edification of the Church, that the pub- 
lic prayers which are intended for the ufc of 
dU, fhould be fuited to. the capacities of all, 
and be >«<i plain, ei^fy, and famjliar as pbfible, 
not only carefully avoiding *alf high flights, 
rhetorical figures, and flouHlhes, but allfuch 
words as are not of very eafy meaning, and 
common ufe. In a word, the public Pray- 
ers fhould be Hke thofi: of oar Church; the 
words common, the ftile eafy, the fentences 
fhort, the whole phrafe and compofurt fuited 
to.themeaneft capacity; and in general is a 
great advantage which premeditated Prayers 
have over fuch as are conceived extempore^ 
fince he that makes a prayer for public ufoy 
takes time to ftudy plainnefs and perfpicmty^ 
which he that prays extempore cannot do. 



But above all, it is manifelUy moft abfurd, 

that the public Prayers in which all are to 

Job, Oiould be in au unknown' tongue^ in 

Ik 
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a language not underftood perhaps by one in 
twenty ill the whole congregation. The 
moft ridiculouft folly of this is fufiiciently ex- 
pofed by St. PauU and among other argu- 
ments by this; that no man can rationally 
fay Amen to A prayer uttered in an unknown 
tongue. I wilt, fays he, pray with the fpi- 
rit, and with the underftanding alfo ; I will 
fing with the fpifit, and with the underftanding 
alfo ; elfe wkenthou (halt blefs with the fpirit, 
how (ball he that occupieth the room of the 
onieamed fay Amen, at the giving of thanks, 
feeing he underftandi not what thou fayeft ; 
for thou verily who nnderftandefl the. lan- 
guage thou fpeakeft in, jgiVeft thanks well, 
but the other-4ie who underftandi it not— 
is not edified. But when we fay Amen to 
any prayer, we addrefs to God, it is fuppofed 
that we both underftood and. gave -attention 
to what went before, fince we thereby give 
our ^onfent to, and ^leclare our approlpatiion 
of it. But how can we do that, unlefi we 
attend to what is faid. 

By the word Amen therefore, we are in- 
ftru&ed in another duty, namely, that when 
we are at prbyer> to keep out tfimd. t^ 5ycc^. 

\3 2. XiN&W^^'?*^ 
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bufinefs^ diligently to attend tp what we are 
about, to avoid if poflible all wandering 
thoughts, to be duly aSe&cd with every part 
of that prayer> we either fpeak ourfi^lveSy or 
hear pronounced by the minifter in our 
names \ and to have fuch thoughts and defires 
in our minds throughout the wh«Ie ofGce, as 
the words we then fpeak do import and figni- 
fy. For unlefs we thus attend to what we 
fay, our fcrvice will be only lip-worlhip, nei- 
ther acceptible to God, nor profitable to our- 
felves. But if in our minds we give fuch 
^onfent to every petition we offer up» as is fit 
and proper for us to give, then the word 
Amen at the end of all, uttered with ferven- 
cy and devotion^ will fully comprehend the 
whole prayer ; and we ihall re'peat in one de- 
vout breath, as much as we prayed for in 
the whole office. 

Having thus gone through every part of 
the Lord's Prayer, I fliall make but one ge- 
neral obfervation, that riie whole is fo framed 
and contrived, as to ferve both for an expref- 
fion of our devotion to God> and an inftmdi- 
on to ourfelves ; that the fame words which 
te^ch u$ what to requtft of Gods alfo inftrud 
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ns lit our duty, and excite us to the perform- 
ance of it ; fo that its frequent ufe muft be of 
fmgular benefit and advantage to us. But 
then it is a certain truth, that as no wicked 
man, who continues in bis wickednefs, can 
fay this prayer with good attention and feri- 
ous devotion, fo every good perfon who doth 
fay it in that manner, muft needs by natural 
efficacy, as well as by the divine grace and 
blefling, be rendered much better by the ufe 
thereof. For a wicked man continuing fuchj 
cannot have thofe inward aflfeSions of mind 
towards God, that the words of this prayer 
do exprefs, nor yet any hearty defire to ob- 
tain what he requefts of- God, becaufe fuch 
devout affedions and holy defires are dircdiy 
contrary to, and inconfiftent with the love 
and practice of Sin. For how can he pre- 
fume to call upQn God in prayer, who in 
works denies hirtj ?, How can he with holy 
devotion call God. Iiis .Father, who hath fold 
himfclf to the Devil to work wickednefs, and 
continually exercifes hinifelf therein ? For 
whofo^ver is born of God fmneth not; but 
he that is begotten of God keepeth himfelf 
pure,, and that wicked one toncheth hm not* 
How can he fajf) to: God '.with true devotion^ 

U 3 Vi^W5^:^ 
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hallowed be thy name^ who dilhonours him 
in his whole life ? how can he be ferious in 
defiring the holy name of God may be fandi- 
fied by alU who is himfelf continudly pro&n- 
ing and blafpheming it by wicked oaths and 
horrid imprecations ? how can he pray hear- 
tily that the kingdom of Ood may be efta- 
blifhed in the world, who will not himfelf be 
ruled and governed by him? mufl not his 
heart give hia tongue the lye, xi^hi]e he fays 
with his mouth> thy kingdom come^ but in 
his heart fays unto God> depart from us, 
what is the Almighty that wc fhould ferve 
himy and what profit fhould we have if we 
pray unto him ? how can a man fay with true 
and fervent devotion* thy will be done in 
earthy as it is in heaven^ who continually op- 
pofes and refifts the divine will> who neither 
fubmits to the providence of God, nor obeys 
his precepts, but is abominable and difobedi- 
cnt, and to every good work reprobate ? In- 
deed in the petition, give us this day our daily 
bread, there is nothing as to the matter but 
what a wicked man may agree to, for he may 
and often doth more earneftly defire the things 
of this life than the good man. But then as 
to the manner of defiring them, he can no 

hiore 
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more utter this petition with true derotiooy 
th&n any of the former ; becaufe he doth not 
depend on Gody nor expeft thofe things from 
his bleflingy but from his own induftry and 
cunning ; for if he regarded them as divine 
•bleflingsi he would not acquire them by 
fraud and injuflicef extortion and oppreiCon. 
Nor can the wicked man with true devotion 
fay, forgive us our trefpaflesy for though par- 
don of fins it what he wants» and ought ear- 
neftly to wifli God would grant» yet it is ab- 
furd to imagine, he would o£Fer up any peti- 
tion to God, the matter of which he himfelf 
knows is highly unreafonable ; and what can 
be more ' unreafonable or unfit for God to 
grant, or more profane and prefuming in any 
to a(k, than that he would pardon an unre- 
penting finner. To afk this of God is the 
fame as to defire him to abrogate all his holy 
laws, and to grant us a Itcenfe to tranfgrefs 
them. As little can a wicked man fincerely 
pray, lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil ; for as every man is tempted 
when he is drawn away of his own luft, this 
is what the wicked man chufes> he gives him- 
felf up to his own heart's lufts, and delights 
to follow his wicked imaginations, fo that to 
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pray agalnft teihptati(m> is to pray againft 
himfelfy and therefore he cannot be hearty in 
this petition, unlefs we fuppofe what is im« 
poflible , that a man ihould at the fame time 
love and hate^ cbure and refufie. the. (ame 
things. Laftly, when fuch an one fays^ for 
thine is the kingdom* and the power and the 
glory for ever> which is both an acknowledg- 
ment of the infinite and adivable perfe&iohs 
of God^ snd giving him the pr»fe and glory 
due unto him> how can it be Tuppofed his 
heart (hould go along with bis words, when 
at the fame time it appears by the whole 
courfe and tenor of his wicked life* that he 
neither owns the fovereign dominion of Godv 
dreads his power, nor fecks Jiis' glory. . 



Tiius it is very evident that a wicked man, 
continuing fuch, cannot fay that prayer or 
anyone petition in it, with good' jattention 
and fervent devotion ; nor can he have fuch 
inward afTedions of -mind to wards. God, as 
the words exprefs, nor any hearty defire to 
obtain thofe things which he feems to requoft 
of God ; for. if he had, he would foon be- 
•come a bvttta-. man. Whereas .^xxry good 

man 
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man by ufing this prayer^ muft naturally be 
rendered better. Since when he.calls on God 
as his Father, he is reminded of that filial 
love and duty which he owes him ; when he 
prays that God's name may be hallowed, hb 
own mind muft then alfo be filled with an 
awful reverence towards him ; when he fays 
thy kingdom come, he is at the fame time ad- 
montfhed to feek firfl the kingdom of Godf 
and his righteoufhefs ; when he fays thy will 
be done in earth as it is in heaven, he is then 
taught his own doty humbly to refign him- 
felf to God's pleafure, and with all readinefs 
and chearfulnefs to obey his commands* 
When he prays for his daily bread, he eier- 
cifes an ad of trufl in God's providence^ and 
is cautioned not to ufe any means to procure 
the good things of this life, but what he hath 
reafon to exped for-'God's blefling upon« 
When he begs of God forgivenefs of his fins» 
this petition muft b€ grounded on the teflimo- 
ny of disown confcience, that he is truly pe^ 
nitent^ and <k>th aSually exercife fuch mercy 
and charity towards thofe who have offended 
him, as God hath made the condition of his 
being pardoned. When he defires of God 
not to be led into temptation^ if his requeft 

is 
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is fincere^ he ivill carefully avoid tbofe dang- 
ersj which he earneftly prays to be delivered 
from. La(lly> when hjs gives glory to God 9 
* by a folemn acknowledgment of^the divine per- 
fe£tions, faying thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory for ever, if he is really 
afFeftcd with what he expreffes, every time 
he devoutly repeats thcfc words, his love to 
God will be increafed, his faith ftrcngthened, 
and his obedience confirmed. 

To conclude ; fuch being the excellency of 
this Prayer, fuch the advantages of our fin- 
cerely repeating it, what remains, but that* 
as the blefled Jefus, in compaflion to our in« 
firmities, hath taught us how to pray, fo 
ihould we mod earneftly implore his holy Spi- 
rit to aflift us in prayer, that by atways pro- 
nouncing theft wdrdg with attention and fer- 
vent devotion, we may thereby obtain his 
gracious promifei that whatfoever we aik th^ 
Father in his name, he witl give us» tiut the 
Father may be glorified in his foa. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
FINIS. T 
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